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ACT |
SENE 1

Absolute darkness and silence reign. Whilethe
curtain rises the followingwords are made to

apped.

“IN THEBEGINNING GOD MADEMAN
IN HER IMAGE AND LIKENESS'

A large door cresks open. Lighteningflashes
followed by atremendous clap of thunder.

JOSE and LUK E move through the door frame
asthe lightening and thunder continue. Luke
slams the door shut. Once again absolute
darkness and silence . Then footsteps can be
heard as the play ers move about the stage.

LUKE
Josie? Josie? Wherein hell are you? I’ m soaked.

JOSE
Thisis not hel, Luke. We rein paradise.

LUKE
You could 0' fooled me. Wherein paradiseis the light? How about some light?

JOSE
Belight made!

STAGEHAND adready on stage, pulls acord
turningon avery dim and bare light bulb located
just abovetheir heads, then exits.

LUKE
And shesaid “ Let there belight.”

JOSE
That was Sunny. Heworks days. Heis very dependable.



LUKE
Glorious Sunny of paradise.

JOSE
Wadl, what do you think of the place?

LUKE
Tdl Sunny thelight’s alittle dim.

JOSE
It will brighten as the day progresses and darken at night.

Indeed, the bulb brightens as the scene
progresses and dims as it comes to aclose.

LUKE
It’s spacious enough.

JOSE
Bigenough for a huge garden. How about some plants?

LUKE
Sounds like a start.

JOSE
Be plants made!

STAGEHAND brings out two potted plants,
sets them on stage and exits. Josie hesitates a
moment, then moves the plants trying severa
different locations.

LUKE
Whatcha got there?

JOSE
Impatiens and Amaranthus.
(momentarily puts hand to chin)
Now I’'m adding atree as areminder of the motherland. It grows quickly.

LUKE
What isit?



JOSE
Ailanthus dtissima the tree-of-heaven.

STAGEHAND brings out afairly largereplica,

then exits.
JOSE
| said it grows quickly.
LUKE
It smdls more likethe tree-from-hel.
(looks about)

How about some fruit trees? Figs, apples.

JOSE
OK, but they takelonger to grow. I'll sprinkle some seeds.

Josie waves hand in sprinkling motion.

LUKE
Hey, timewe qot, right?

JOSE
(continues sprinkling seeds)
The gpples will be Delicious. I’ ve added some Empires too.

LUKE
Empires? You' vedready got oneof those. A kingdom in fact.

JOSE
(dusts hands)
I’'m taking apples. We ve got plants and trees. What next?

LUKE
M ore plants.

JOSE
Likewhat?

LUKE

Grapes. T obacco.



JOSE
They will beawfully difficult to manage.

LUKE
Not toworry. I’ll manage themif you water them.

JOSE
That’stheeasy pat, my dear. “ Therainin Spain stays mainly in the plan.”

STAGEHAND reenters carrying asprinkling
can and waters the plants, exits.

JOSE
What dseisonyour list?

LUKE
Animas.

JOSE
Fowl?

LUKE
Yes, wicked.

JOSE

Y ou mean winged, | hope. How about abird that can singmy praises?

LUKE
We vedready got enough singn’ in the motherland. Just have ‘em chirp.

JOSE
Be birds made!

Birds begin chirpingin the background, followed
by theloud cawing of acrow.

JOSE
| threw that last onein for you.

LUKE
Awfully niceof you, my dear. Why not throw in afew mosquitoes too, whileyou're at
it.



JOSE
Do weredly want mosquitoes in paradise? They’ |l bother both you and the animals.

LUKE
Food for the birds.

JOSE
M osquitoesiit is.

A wave of her hand is accompanied by the
buzzing noise of amosquito, followed by a
moment of silence.

LUKE
(swats the back of his neck)
Hungy little bastards. Them birds are worthless. Get me some bats.

JOSE
M ore bats for your befry.

A large bat wings its way across stage, then out

over the audience and back.

LUKE
And creepy things.

JOSE
| won't stoop so low.

LUKE
| said cregpingthings.

JOSE
You sad creepy things.

LUKE

| meant cregpingthings... more animals.

JOSE
Oh, | do so love animas. Puppy dogs and kittens and cute little Teddy bears.



STAGEHAND brings out stuffed animals for
Josie, then exits.

LUKE
Ducks... malards.

JOSE
Anas Platyrhynchos. Done.

STAGEHAND brings out two M alard duck
decoys: amae and afemale; sets them down;
exits.

Notethat thelight should be at its brightest

about now.
LUKE
Shakes.
JOSE
Shakes?
LUKE
Shakes.
JOSE
Why snakes?
LUKE

I dunno. M aybeto keep the other animas on ther toes?

JOSE
They will certainly havethat effect.

STAGEHAND brings out aboa constrictor
(perhgps areplica) and hands it to LUKE.

Luke smiles and holds it out in front of him
admiringly .

LUKE
Thiswill do just fine



Lukereturnstheboato STAGEHAND who
exits.

JOSE
Sometimes | find your tastes abit perplexing. But thisis good, thisis dl good.

LUKE
Stll...

JOSE
What? Thisis perfect. Thisis paradise.

LUKE
Somethin’ in your image and likeness.

JOSE
My image and likeness?

LUKE
Yeah, your image and likeness.

JOSE

What’s wrong with just glorious me?

LUKE
You know.

JOSE
| don’'t know of anythingthat is wrongwith me.

LUKE
Every timel press you on the subject you get wrathful.

JOSE
Oh.
(takes astep back)
That.
LUKE
What about that?
JOSE

That, mind you, is the red reason you wanted meto build paradise, isn't it?



LUKE
No, no, for your sake no! We dway s needed aplaceto get avay together. A placewe
could cal our own. You agreed.

JOSE
You know my will on that subject, Luke.

LUKE
Thy will be done.

JOSE
It seems like this discussion has gone on for an eternity.

LUKE
It isjust asuggestion. A temptin’ ideaat best.

JOSE
So was hell until | finaly gavein and built it for you.

LUKE
| needed aplaceto get away. It’saguy thing Look, what have you got against me gettin’
alittle on the side?

JOSE
M akethat up front. Theramifications are endless. What you redly need are afew good
friends. Get to know the minions. You can have wonderful conversations with them.
They are such good listeners.

LUKE
The sickohs?

JOSE
Thetermis sy cophants, which they are not. Sop avoiding them. They have names. Start
with Mich and Gabridlla Michisaquick study and Gabriellais so sweet. They are so
willingto please.

LUKE
| would phraseit sligntly differ'nt, an’ “brown noser” is much too kind.



JOSE
M ich is awonderful conversationdist, and Gabridlawill bend over backwards to mest
your needs.

LUKE
(leers)
Redly?

JOSE
Redly. Oh, I'm abit tired. We ve been a this for avhile. Let’ stakearest. This placeis
habitable for now.

LUKE
Think about my suggestion? Will ya?

JOSE
You never gve up do you.

LUKE
It’sinmy nature.

Josie and Luke exit hand in hand.

STAGEHAND comes out and turns off the
now dim light.

BLACKOUT.
LENE 2

Thelight ison at full sun. Luke and Josie are
recliningin lounge chairs in paradise surrounded
by their plants, trees, and animas. Two gpple
trees are now apparent. The Delicious apples
arered; the Empires are green.

LUKE
Seven years to grow them trees.

JOSE
Ah, but hasn’t it been worth the wait?



10

LUKE
Them Dédlicious is darn swest, just likethefigs... Soegkin’ awaits... We been together a
longtime, right?

JOSE
From my perspective, an eternity.

LUKE
An’ | know—from your perspective—I ain’t exactly the kindaguy you want to spend
eternity with, right?

JOSE
We had no choice. That outcome was—strictly speaking—arandom event.

LUKE
So wetakes what we gets an’ tries to makethe best of it, right?

JOSE
We do the best with what we' ve got, yes.

LUKE
An’ you got alot. ‘Ceptin onething. | hateto keep harpin’ on this. But you could put a
littlemore fun in your life. Look, 1’1l get you inthe mood. I'm good at that. All you have
to do is gve me achance. We |l start slow.

JOSE
You know | don't do that.

LUKE
I know, Josie, how | know. Last time we had this discussion them gpple trees was just
seeds. You got to know how | fed about you. You' re abeautiful woman.

JOSE
As Will besad—"MYy beauty ... needs not the painted flourish of your praise.”

LUKE
I’m thinkin’ about you dl thetime.

JOSE
| can wdll imagnewhich parts.
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LUKE
(moves closer to Josie)
You have the most amazing ey es.

JOSE
Tdl mesomething! don’t dready know.

LUKE
(assumes proper diction)
Your lips are as soft astherain that fals in paradise.

Luke touches Josi€ s lips with his fingertips.

JOSE
| have never thought of them that way ... | mean therain thereis soft, yes.

LUKE
(touches her bare shoulder)
Thelight reflected from your dabaster skin illuminates the heavens at night.

JOSE
You are confusing mewith the stars... Do you redly think so?

LUKE
Your hair... the scent of awoman. | could lose my self in your hair.

Luke runs his fingers through her hair, then
moves his other hand slowly down her now
stretched out body, stopping between her legs.
He positions himsdf so that he's practicaly on

top of her.
JOSE
I’'m feding alittle warm.
LUKE
You havefedings, Josie.
JOSE

(suddenly pushes Luke away)
| meant you were getting too close.
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LUKE
(maintaining his assumed composure)
You want to as much as | want to.

JOSE
| don't want to and | don't need to.

LUKE

(forcefully)

| need to.

JOSE
| don't.

LUKE

(smiles and turns his head)
| don’t think you know how.

JOSE
Now there' s asilly statement if there ever was one.

LUKE
Take Gabridlafor instance.

JOSE
(rising from her lounge chair)
You dready took her. Sheis atramp.

LUKE
(rises from his lounge chair)
You made ‘er theway sheis. * Sdes, we have anice conversation every time... short but
nice.

JOSE
She only behaves that way with you. You and | can enjoy one another without funning
each other, if you have any ideawhat | mean.

LUKE
No, | can’t imagnewhat you mean... An’ she's alittle stiff. They—al 0’ them—area
little stiff.



JOSE
You seem to enjoy them.

LUKE
Ain't fun. They have no will to resist.

JOSE
You are despicable.

LUKE
My choice.

JOSE

| dways expect more from you; somehow | away's get less.

LUKE
Ain't it likeawoman taturn the whole argument around to her favor... Any case,
perfection is dwaysin the eye of the beholder.

JOSE
Goto hdl. Seewhat | care. You spend most of your time there now anyway .

LUKE
I’ll bedamned if | do and damned if | don’t.

JOSE
You have dway s been strong willed.

LUKE
Hal You dways want your will to be done. You chafe at theidea of awill that’s not
yours.

JOSE
| have created perfect worlds. | can continueto create perfect worlds.

LUKE
Perfect because they’re populated with abunch o' sickohs.

JOSE
They areaperfectly fine addition to those worlds.

13
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LUKE
Why not try somethingalittle differ’ nt?

JOSE
What? What do you havein that warped, inscrutable mind of yours?

LUKE
M akered beings. Put ‘emin paradise. Let them choose. My way or your way . If your
way is better, they’d naturdly chooseyours.

JOSE
That could mean the destruction of paradise. Remember how you made wine from the
grapes and got the Seventh-Day choir so drunk they couldn’t land anote You made afire
with the tobacco leaves; it beched smoke for days; most of the animals died, and | had to
start them dl over again.

LUKE
Yeah, but it was ahdl-of-agood timewhileit lasted.

JOSE
That’s hardly aconvincing argument. Why not leave things theway they are?

LUKE
‘Causethingsis only perfect if someone else besides you says so. And you as much said
my opinion don’t count.

JOSE
Yes, it certainly doesn’t amount to much.

LUKE
You know I’'mright.

JOSE
| know you aways haveyour own interests in mind.

LUKE
Thenyou'll doit?

JOSE
| never said that.
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LUKE
But you were thinking about it.

JOSE
We are not mind readers.

Josie and Luke proceed to exit while continuing
the conversation.

LUKE
| finaly thought of agood enough reason for you to let ‘em choose, didn’t 1?

JOSE
Your reasons are y our own.

LUKE
But this on€' s gotchathinkin’, right? Imagine being stuck with just me and them sickohs
for therest of eternity. Why that would be afate worse than...

Josie and Luke exit.
BLACKOUT.
SCENE 3

Josieis pacing back and forth in the motherland.
A singetree-of-heaven decorates the stage.
Other than the tree, presence in the motherland
isindicated by Pachelbe’s Canon playing softly
in the background using the * choir” mode of a
digta keyboard.

M ICH enters hurriedly. Josi€ s back is turned
towards him.

MICH
M & am. Excuse me M & am.

JOSE
(turning around)
Yes, Mich?
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MICH
It’s the ducks again. They’re making aterrible racket. All of paradiseis abit unnerved.

JOSE
Mich, this whole paradise thingis just an experiment. There' s nothingto be concerned
about. Everythingwill work itself out in the long run.

MICH
I’'msureyou’'reright Maam, It’sjust that, well, nothinglikethat ever happens around
here.

JOSE
You'reright, Mich. Nothinglikethat ever hgppens around here. Now, what more can | do
for you?

MICH
| guess you know what you’'re doing M & am. But they’re unnerving the visitors too.
WE ve never seen behavior like this before. Why the drakes gang up on the poor femde
and --

JOSE
-- Mich.

MICH
Yes, M aam.

JOSE

Do you see much of Gabriellathese days?

MICH
Every day, M aam. The pin problem... | can't imagine you would have forgotten. We re
making wonderful progress. We'll soon have an estimate for you.

JOSE
No, | hadn’t forgotten... Do you have any fedings for her, M ich?

MICH
Fedings M & am?

JOSE
Sheis beautiful like me, is she not?



MICH
Sheisvery beautiful.

Josiegves Mich ahard stare.

MICH
Just likeyou, M aam.

Josie gves Mich another hard look.

MICH
But not quite as beautiful as you M a am. Just alittle younger, perhaps.

Josie face tightens.

MICH
Your eyes and skin M & am, however, are much more attractive.

Josie rdlaxes the muscles of her face.

JOSE
And you are quite the handsome chap yourself.

MICH
Why thank you M @ am. Some say | am amost as beautiful as Luke.

JOSE
You... are certainly good looking... | madeyou that way.

MICH
YesMdam. Thank you M aam.

JOSE
Mich.

MICH
Yes, Maam.

JOSE

| want you to stop cdlingme “Maam.”

17



M ICH
YesMaam.

JOSE

You may cdl me Josie when we are donetogether.

MICH
Yes Md am.

JOSE
Mich.

MICH
YesMd am.

JOSE
We are alonetogether.

MICH
Yes M dam.

(looks around)
| can seethat M & am.

JOSE
(softly)

Cdl meJosie.

M ICH
Yes M aam.

JOSE
Josie.

M ICH
Yes M aam.

JOSE
Josie

M ICH
Josie, M & am.

JOSE

Josie.
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M ICH
Jo... sie, M mm.

JOSE
Josie.

M ICH
Josie.

JOSE
Josie

M ICH
Josie.

JOSE
Good Mich, good. Josie.

M ICH

Good Josie.

Josie frowns, then smiles and pats Mich on the
head.

JOSE
Good Mich... Give meyour hand, Mich.

M ich reaches out his hand. Josie slides her hand
into his, and then takes his index and middle
fingers and puts themto her lips.

JOSE
Put your fingers on my lips.

MICH
Josie.

JOSE

How do they fed, Mich?

M ich takes his fingers from Josi€’ s lips and rubs
his thumb over them.
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M ICH
Wet, M a am.

JOSE
Damn!

M ICH

Did | say somethingto offend, M & am?

JOSE
(shakes her head)
No Mich, you did exactly as | asked. Thank you.

MICH
Thank you, M a am.

Josie clasps her hands behind her back and
begns wakingin asmall circle as she addresses
Mich.

JOSE
Mich, | want you to close paradise to dl visitors for the time being.

MICH
YesMaam.

JOSE
I’m going to make some modifications, you see.

M ICH
(brightens)
Good ideaM a am.

JOSE
It has nothing to do with the ducks... or maybeit has. Givethe creatures timeto work
things out. I'll be addinganew entity and | don’t want it disturbed by visitors.

MICH
Yes Josie M @ am. What sort of new entity, M a am?

JOSE
Can you keep asecret Mich?
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MICH
Why certainly Josie... M @ am.

JOSE
I’m going to put peoplein paradise. It will take awhile, but I'm goingto put people...
children... in paradise.

MICH
People M a am? Will they look likeyou... and Luke?

JOSE
That’sright Mich. In my image and likeness... and unfortunately somewhat like Luke's.

Josie stops pacing and looks directly a Mich.

JOSE
Shut it down, Mich. Shut it down. | want it pristine when they arrive,

MICH

I'll seeto it right avay Maam. Yes M aam. You arewelcome, M aam. Thank you,
M & am.

Mich hurriedly exits. Josie continues her
ddiberate pacing

BLACKOUT.

SCENE 4

Josie and Luke are sitting at breakfast in the
motherland. Pachelbel’s Canon is playing softly
in the background as usual. Josieis reading the
paper. Lukeis finishingabowl of cered and is
absentmindedly reading the printed materia on
the box.

LUKE
It says herethat this cered supplies one hundred percent of the daly requirement of folic
acid. I'mnot surel want that in my cerea. What isit?
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JOSE
It helps prevents birth defects during pregnancy .

Luke stops eating and stares a Josie.

JOSE
What?

LUKE
That’swhy wean't never doneit since. Ain't it?

JOSE
Yes.

LUKE
You must 0’ beenin theright mood that day.

JOSE
Theright mood?

LUKE
Y eah, the right mood.

JOSE

| believethe process is designed to be physicaly stimulating. That is motivation enough.
Why ask for more?

LUKE
You arebeggn’ the question.

JOSE
| begyour pardon.

LUKE

Yaknow, if’'nyou wantsto redly enjoy it, yagotsto bein theright mood.

JOSE
Your point ismoot. It redly doesn’t matter if we enjoy it or not. Thewhole purposeis
to procregte. Increase and multiply.

LUKE
You've been spendin’ too much time watchin’ those ducks. You gonna make ducks or
people?
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Josie stands to reved avary large belly under
her outer cloak.

JOSE
Thisis hardly aduck!

LUKE

(stands)

Boy or grl?

JOSE
Boy.

LUKE
Areyou goingto let him decide?

JOSE
Decide what?

LUKE
Anything.

JOSE
Chaos. | won't haveit.

LUKE

Haveit your way . But he'll be missing haf the fun.

JOSE
Your ideaof funis not my ideaof fun.

LUKE
Look, it’s been alongtime since we last... uh, had aconversation, and you ain’t said
nothin’ “bout this.

JOSE
| had been consideringit for alongtime.

LUKE
How much considerin’ ? You decided to throw caution to the winds?

JOSE
That isnot in my nature.



LUKE
Let metel you this. What you got in your nature right now is a hill-o’-beans.

JOSE

A hill-0’-beans, asyou put it, has away of growinginto something beneficid.

LUKE
You don’t know everythin’ you know.

JOSE
On the contrary, | do know everything| know.

LUKE
You still don't know me.

JOSE
You are an enigmaof your own making

LUKE
| likeit that way .

JOSE
Unfortunately, it’stheway you are.

LUKE

Thisthingis never goingto work out. Onetime, and then you go and get pregnant.

JOSE
Onthat | can agee.

LUKE

24

We hardly ever agree on anythin’. When's thelast time we agreed on somethin’ ? We

never agreed on this.

JOSE
We agreed that you are basicdly unknowable.

LUKE
| mean somethin’ positive.



25

JOSE
(thinks)
We built paradisetogether. | took lots of your suggestions—even the snakes.

LUKE
| haveto admit; you agreed to the snakes.

JOSE
Thefruit trees. You certainly enjoyed thefruit trees.

LUKE
Not so much thefruit trees as the fruit. Them Empiresis especidly good. But it took a
longtime. Look, I’'m not sayin’ they weren't some good times.

JOSE
What areyou tryin’ -- trying, to say ?

LUKE
It’s like | been used. | think | been used.

JOSE
| findly gveyou theonethingin thewhole of eternity that you want and you say that
you fed used?

LUKE
You never said nothin’ about the boy. We should 0’ greed on that. We should 0’ greed on
how we was gonnaraise him before you went an’ done this.

JOSE
I will raise himin my image and likeness.

LUKE
Just remember, he'saboy. An’ another thing Half o' himis gonnathink like me.

Luke exits. Josie walks over to afull-length
mirror. She pulls aside her robe and gently
massages her distended lower abdomen while
looking in the mirror.

BLACKOUT.
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SCENES

STAGEHAND enters, turns the bulb on, exits.
Plants, animals, and trees are present. Birds are
chirping. Josieis leaningover ADAM who is
lying on the ground.

JOSE
Adam, wake up. Wake up, Adam.

Adam sits up, rubs his eyes and yawns.

ADAM
M ama. M ama, where are we?

JOSE
You'rein paradise, Adam.

ADAM
Paradise?

JOSE

Yes, paradise. You are goingto likeit here. There are flowers and trees and lovely
animals.

Adam swats the back of his neck.

JOSE
Ohyes... And afew mosquitoes. You may need this.

Josie hands Adam a can of mosquito repellent.

JOSE
Soray that on yourself.

Adam stands and spray s himsdlf with the
repdlent.
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ADAM
Thanks M ama.
(sits and looks around)
It’s very nice here, mama

STAGEHAND enters, waters the plants dong
with Adam, then exits.

ADAM
(shivers)
Mama. I... I... | never fdt likethis in the motherland.

JOSE
You'redl wet. Cold. Uncomfortable. It rains herein paradise. It helps grow the plants
and trees.

Josie hands Adam her tunic which hethrows

over himsdf.
ADAM
Does it hdp meto grow too, mama?
JOSE
No, | can’t say that it does.
ADAM

M ama, I'm hungry. Bring me somethingto eat, mama

JOSE
Just look around you, Adam. Thereis plenty to est.

ADAM
| seelots of things. How will I know what | can and cannot eat?

JOSE
Just try them. And if you don’t like something, you don’t haveto edt it. | can dways
makeyou apeanut butter and jelly sandwich or some macaroni and cheese.

ADAM
OK, mama
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Adam stands, walks over to the Empire apple
tree, and reaches for one.

ADAM
| think I'll try one of these.

JOSE
Not those apples, Adam. Those are Empires. You'renot ready for thoseyet. You can
havethered ones; they’re Ddlicious. They arevery, very good.

ADAM
Why can’'t | have an Empire, mama? | want an Empire.

JOSE
You aretoo youngto have an Empire, my dear.

ADAM
| want an Empire, mama. Please, please let me have an Empire.

JOSE
No, Adam. No Empires.

Adam fals on his back, puts his arms and legs
up in theair, and kicks and screams.

ADAM
| want an Empire. | want an Empire.

JOSE
Adam, stop actinglike a child.

ADAM
(still kicking and screaming)
| want an Empire. | want an Empire.
(suddenly sits straight up)
Wha’s achild?

JOSE
A child?



ADAM

Yes. A child, mama What's achild? | am unfamiliar with theterm.

JOSE
A child. Yes. Wdll achild is asmaller version of yourself.

ADAM
Isthereachild herein paradise?

JOSE
Yes... No... Not yet.

ADAM

Then how will | know how to behaveif | cannot observe achild?

JOSE
Just do what mamasays, Adam. That’s dl you need to know.

ADAM
When will there be achild in paradise, mama?

JOSE
Soon enough.
ADAM
How will the child get here, mama?
JOSE
(brushes hair with hand)

A bigbird will bring the child, Adam. A bigbird.

ADAM
What kind of abird, mama?

JOSE
A stork, Adam. A stork. Look over there.
(points)
Do you seetha bigwhite bird?

ADAM
Where mama? | can’t seethe stork.
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JOSE
(whispers behind Adam’ s back)
Let stork be.

STAGEHAND walks across the stage carrying
astork replica

JOSE
Look, Adam. There sthe stork.

ADAM
Thestork’s not very big, mama. Will it be ableto carry achild? How bigis achild, mama?

JOSE
Wl they start smdl so the stork can bring them, and then they grow up fast.

ADAM
Where does the stork get the child, mama?

JOSE
Adam, that’s enough questions for oneday. Let’s go get apeanut butter and jelly
sandwich.

ADAM
OK, M ama

Adam stands and takes Josi€' s hand. They exit
together. Thelight brightens to maximum, then
dims. STAGEHAND enters and turns off the

light.
BLACKOUT.
SCENE 6

In paradise. Birds begn to chirp.
STAGEHAND enters and turns on the light.
Thelight brightens to midday . Adam enters
holding some stuffed animals. He puts the
animals underneath aDelicious appletree.
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He picks acouple of the apples, sits, and lifts
up one of theanimals.

ADAM
Your nameis Michie. Now Michie, | want you to eat your lunch. Heré sanice applefor
you.

Adam puts the animd and apple down carefully
and then picks up asmaler animd.

ADAM
My goodness. Who areyou? You are so small you must be a child. Did the stork just
bringyou? You must be so hungry. Here, have an apple. They areddlicious... No, you
can't have those other gpples. M amasays you can only have the Delicious ones. Now
you must listen to mamaand do what mama says.

Luke has entered the scene and is approaching
Adam slowly from behind.

ADAM
I’m goingto cal you Gabie. You are so smdl, but you will grow up and be as bigas
Gabridla. | saved some of my peanut butter sandwich for you. Be careful not to get the
jelly onyour tunic. Here, sit next to Michie. You both look very nice. Your mamaloves
you very much and will take good care of you. You will want for nothing in paradise.

LUKE
Except for those Empires over there.

ADAM
(startled)
Why -- Who areyou?

LUKE
(extends hand)
I’m Luke. Pleased to meet you.

ADAM
(takes Luke s hand)
I’m pleased to meet you too.
(hands Luke an apple)
Doyou livein paradisetoo?
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LUKE
Nope. Used to livein the motherland, but now | hole up elsewhere.

ADAM
Is dsewhere as nice aplace as paradise?

LUKE
Wedl dsewherean’'t exactly the name of aplace. | spend most al my timein hell.

ADAM
Wil then, is hdl as nice aplace as paradise?

LUKE
It’s nice, but it’s diff’ rnt.

ADAM
You tak funny... How is it different?

LUKE
Widll, there' s ahugefireplace, abigeasy chair, lots 0’ smokes. You ever smoked boy ?
Don’t reckon you have. A wide-screen TV with adish feed. You ever watched TV?1 get
al them pay-per-view channds free. Sports, movies, Some good movies. You ever seen
“Hells Angels On Fire?’ Course not. Your mamafixed me up with this stuff sometime

ago.

ADAM
(long stare)
| have no ideawhat you are talking about.

LUKE
We can remedy that. I'll gveyou atour. Just follow me.

ADAM
Wédll, | should tell mamawhere I’ m going.

LUKE
Look boy. It’snot that far. Just alittleeast 0’ here. You'll be back in paradise quick-as-a
wink. M amawon’t even know you’re gone. You got to seetha wide-screen TV. Hey |
got some eats you won't find around here—pizza, beer. You ever had a beer, boy ? Just
one step over theline and we bethere.
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ADAM
Widl, I’'m not redly sure... Do you have any of those green applesin hdl?

LUKE
Onething | got in hell that you got in paradise, boy, is them green agpples, the Empires.
You ever had one of them Empires, boy ?

ADAM
Mamasays|'m not ready for thoseyet. That | shouldn’'t eat them in paradise.

LUKE
Wil thisis your lucky day, boy. Hell ain't paradise. You eat one of thosein hell, why
you'd still bedoingwhat your oI’ mamasays. Those Empires areared treat. Better than
peanut butter and jelly. | grew them apples mysdf from seed.

ADAM
Do you mean hell isn't paradise?

LUKE
Yup.

ADAM
| guess that would be OK.

LUKE

Here. Take my hand, and mama's little boy will surely go to hell.
Adam reaches for some of his animals.

LUKE
Leave them animds, boy. You won't be needin’ them.

Adam takes Luke' s hand and they both exit.
Thelight dims slowly. STAGEHAND enters
and turns off thelight.

BLACKOUT.
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SCENE 7

In hell. Flames flicker in the background. Luke
and Adam are sittingon acouch. A coffeetable
filled with food sits in front of them. Beyond
that is ahuge wide-screen TV. Lukeis holding
out aslice of pizzato Adam.

LUKE
Thisis pizza. Try this. It’s hotter ‘n hdll, so takeit slow.

Adam takes the pizza and handles it gngerly.
He bites carefully .

ADAM
My mama, that’s good.

LUKE
Wash it down with aswigo’ this.

Luke twists off the cap of abottle of beer and
hands it to Adam. He opens one for himself and
drinks fredy.

LUKE
Drink up boy.

Adam takes asmadl swig, then alarger, then a
larger still.

ADAM
Whew.

LUKE
Nothin' likethat in paradise, eh boy?

ADAM
Widl, we ve got some naturdly carbonated water that has asimilar effect on the paate,
but this has so much moretaste.
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LUKE
And lessfillin’ too. Hal

(slaps knee)
Shucks. Forgot you ain’'t got TV up there. Let me switch it on here.

Luke uses aremoteto switchontheTV. Hdl’s
lights dim, but the flames remain in the
background. Only the faces of Luke and Adam
remain illuminated by the garish light from the
TV. Sounds of acrowd cheering comefrom its
speskers.

ADAM
What are they doing? Who are dl those beings?1 don’t recognize any of them.

LUKE
That’s thefuture, boy. Those are peoplelike you and me.

ADAM
People?

LUKE
Yeah. M en and women. Hardly aoneis asickoh.

Thecrowd onthe TV roas.

ADAM
What are men and women?

LUKE
My mama. Your mamaain’t told you nothin’. You are aman, boy.

ADAM
If | anaman boy, what is awoman boy ?

LUKE
No, no, no. You aeaman. You are still aboy, but you areaman. Listen, jus’ think of
yoursdf as aman. You areaman.

ADAM
If | am aman, then what is awoman?
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LUKE
Let’s see. Your mamais awoman; damn good one, but stubborn as dl get out. And
Gabridla, she's sort of awoman. Now Mich, he's sort of aman.

ADAM
Arethere any women in paradise?

LUKE
None, a least not yet. Wait. Don’t ask. | can seeit comin’. Look, | don’t know why
therean’t no women in paradise. M ay be y ou should ask y our mama‘ bout that.

ADAM
If therewereawoman in paradise, I’ d have someoneto play with. Of course, that would
betrueif there were another man, as well.

LUKE
Right you are boy. But, hey, | think you might find awoman more enjoy able. | mean fun.
Yeeh, lot’so’ fun.

ADAM
Why isthat? You areaman, and you seem to belots of fun.

LUKE
Widl, | an’'t dways this much fun. Beer and pizzaand TV—especidly TV—can gt
borin’ after awhile. Besides awoman thinks differ’ nt from aman; smells better too. You
might like achange 0’ pace now and then. Have some more beer, boy -- er, man.

Adam continues drinking until he empties the
bottle.

ADAM
(burps)
Goodness. | fed so much lighter. * Nother bottle, Luke?

LUKE
Surein hell. Plenty more where these come from.

Luke takes another bottle from abucket on the
floor, opensit, and hands it to Adam. Adam
take acouple of good slugs.
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ADAM
(burps)
S0... You think awoman would be agood playmate for me... right Luke?

LUKE
Surein hell do boy. All you haveto do is convince your mamao’ that.

ADAM
You may beright. Gabridlais nice. She plays with me sometimes... But so does Mich.
It’s hard to make up my mind what to ask. Besides... What was | gonnasay ?

LUKE
You werethinkin’ *bout askin’ your mama ‘bout bringn’ awoman into paradise.

ADAM
Right.
(looks around)
Say Luke. What about them Empires. You said | could try one o' them Empiresif | came
here with you.

LUKE
Sureboy. Got acoupleright here on thetable. Eat them dl thetime mysdf. “ Applea
day,” they say. Here, try this.

Luke reaches for an apple and hands it to Adam.
Adamtakesit.

ADAM
You sure mamawon’'t know ‘bout this?

The house lights flicker.

LUKE
(looks around)
Sureas we'resittin’ here and she’'s somewheres else. Just don’t say nothin’ ‘bout it to
her or nobody ese. ‘ Greed?

ADAM
Sure. OK. Here goes.
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Adam bitesinto the gpple. The house lights
flicker again. He chews slowly.

ADAM
| don't seewhat the bigfussis about. It an’t even as sweet as them Delicious.

LUKE

(biggin)
Got that right, boy. Just your mama s ideaof ajoke, | guess.

ADAM
Wewas -- Excuse me. We were talking ‘bout the difference between men an’ women.

Adam takes afew more swigs from the bottle.

ADAM
(burps)
Why is-- Why arethey differ’' nt?1 don’t understand?

LUKE
Wédll, it’s so’sthey can bring children into the world.

ADAM
| thought storks brought children into the world. M amasaid so. M amasaid --
(takes another swig)
-- Mamasaid children was brung... bringed... brought by abig bird.

Adam empties the bottle and takes another bite
of the apple. Luke hand him another bottle.

LUKE
Wil your mamawas funnin’ with you. You wasn’t around afor you was born, naturaly,
but y our mama, she borned you.

ADAM
My mamaborned me?

LUKE
(points to abdomen)
Carried you around in here for nine months.
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ADAM
(looks a@ and pats abdomen)
In here. No way man.

LUKE
True. Trueas |I'm settin’ here.

ADAM
How you know that?

LUKE

She oot alittle big‘round the belly. Was bitchier than ever. Beatin’ up on me a every
little chance. An’ shewas eatin’ food that pregnant women eat. Even gave me some for
breakfast.

ADAM
How’d she cometo be pregnant?

LUKE
(looks down for moment)
Shedid that hersdf. Just like she does dl that other stuff. | sure as hdl didn’t know
nothin’ ‘bout it.

ADAM
M an, Luke. Now you got medl mixed up... an’ my head is spinnin’. My mama got
herself pregnant with me, but you just said beforethat it takes aman an” awoman to do
that.

LUKE
That’s for people, boy. Your mamais specid. Shean’'t normd peoplelikeyou an’ me.
Ain’'t nothin’ eselike her inthewholeworld. | ain't particular specid ‘ceptin’ that | been
around as long as y our mama. Picked up afew things hereand there. But | ain’t likeyour
mama, specidly sincel’maman an’ your mama, she's awoman.

ADAM
So tell methen, how do aman an” awoman make a child, ‘specidly if thewoman ain’t
like my mama?

LUKE
(smiles)
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ADAM
Easy?

LUKE
Damn essy.

ADAM
Damn easy ?

LUKE
You betcha

ADAM
You betchawhat?

LUKE

Y ou use whatcha got.

Both Adam and Luke are drinking furiously

now.
ADAM
| usewhat | got.
Adam drinks the rest of his beer. Luke hands
him another.
ADAM
What | got?
LUKE
You got what | got.
ADAM
| got what you got.
LUKE
Damn right.

Luke opens and consumes an entire beer in one
continuous qulp.
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LUKE
Useit boy.
Luke hands Adam another beer. Adam
consumes it in one continuous gulp.
ADAM
(burps)
Damn right. I’'m gonna useit. I’'m gonnause it an’ make me achil’.
(burps)
What the hdl isit?
LUKE

(swigs more beer)
Your pecker, boy.

ADAM
My... pecker?

LUKE
That thing hangin’ down ‘tween your legs.

ADAM
That? With that?

LUKE
That.

ADAM

(disgppointedly)

Oh.

LUKE

That's dl thereistoit, ‘ceptin’ you need awoman whose in the mood.

ADAM
(swayingalittle)
Dol haf tabeinthe mood?

LUKE
You will dways beinthemood. They ain’t.
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ADAM
How you get them in the mood?

LUKE
Tdk sweet an’ stuff. Tell ‘emthey is be-you-ti-ful. Touch ‘emdl up an’ down with your
hands. Sow like.
(demonstratesin theair)
Likethat.

ADAM
(sways and fals to floor)
Luke.
(burps)
| gottaproblem. First | gottapee. Second there ain’t no woman ‘round hereto make a
chil’ with.

LUKE
Jus’ pissinthepot over there, an’ then we' ll figureaway to convince your mamato born
awoman.

Adam gets up and staggers into the dark. Luke
stands up and paces back and forth swiggng
beer and mumbling to himself. Then he stops
and shouts.

LUKE
Hey boy. You get lost back thereor areyou jus’ playin’ withit?

Adam regppears in adrunken swagger.

ADAM
That pot was full. Had to find me ‘ nother one.

LUKE
What other one?

ADAM
Man, | gotsto liedown.

Adam crashes on the couch.
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LUKE
Now don’'t you pass out on meboy. We got importan’ business to discuss here.

ADAM

(very sleepily)
Go ahead Luke, I'm listenin’.

LUKE
Here's how | figureit. You tell your mamathat you'relonely and yaneed somebody to
play with. She' s probly gonnasay you got Mich and Gabriellato play with, but you tell
her that they is borin’ ‘cause they never think up no new games an’ aredways askin’ if
yaneed somethin’ ‘til it drives you plumb crazy. You ask her for aswest little sister.
“Sweet likeyou mama.” Say that, “ A lil" sister sweet likeyou mama.” Say them ‘ xact
words back to me so yaget it right.

ADAM
(snores)
2772.

LUKE
Crow. Wake up Adam. We got business. We got importan’ business... Damn.

Luke bends over Adam and gets him to his feet
with much protestation from Adam. Luke holds
him up with one arm as they stagger off into the
dark.

BLACKOUT.
SCENE 8

It isnight in paradise. Josieand Mich are
carrying candles (electric or otherwise) as they
moves across stage. Josieis followed closely by
Mich.

JOSE
Adam? Adam?Where are you. Whereareyou my dear boy ?
(stops and turns)

| can seewdl enough... Thisis such abigplace. | simply got carried away ...
(MORE)
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JOSIE (cont'd)
(looks around)
But thisis good. You can seethat thisis dl good.

M ICH
Yes M @ am Josie.

JOSE
(continues walking)
| daresay, Mich, that boy isthelove of my life. He' s turned out just as I’d hoped. He's
kind and playful and well spoken—just like his mama. We have some of the most
wonderful conversations.

Josie comes into the vicinity of the Empire
appletree.

JOSE
And he's so obedient. Ever sincel told him not to touch those Empire apples, he hasn’t
gone near this tree. Look. Not asinge gppleis missing... Adam, where areyou.
(turnsto Mich)
Mich, beadarling and look over thereand I’ll look over here.

M ich goes oneway and Josie goes another.
After afew moments Mich trips and fals over
Adam who is sound asleep on the ground. Mich
ends up sitting on the ground with his feet
draped over Adam.

MICH
Oh. Oh. | am so sorry M aster Adam. Pleaseforgve me. | didn’t seeyou there.

Adam groans but does not awaken. Mich gets
up on his knees and gently shakes Adam’s
shoulder.

MICH
Adam, wake up. Your mamais here. She's cometo seeyou. Wake up, Adam.

Adam mumbles incoherently, reaches up, grabs
Mich’s tunic, pulls it over himsdf; then he
yawns and lay s back down.
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M ICH
Josie M @ am. Over here. Adamis over here

JOSE
ComingM ich.

MICH
I’'m afraid he's sound asleep. | don’'t think he wants to wake up.

JOSE
(wakingtoward Mich)
That’s fine Mich. That suits my purposes just fine.
(reaches Adam’s side)
How kind of you to cover him, Mich. The boy does catch a chill now and then.

MICH
| didn’'t -- Yes M @ am Josie. Thank you, M & am.

JOSE
It’s better that | found him aslegp. | would just have had to wait until he fell asleep

anyway.

M ICH
Why isthat Josie M & am?

JOSE
Wedl, | neaed one of hisribs.

M ICH
Oneof hisribs M & an?

JOSE

Yes. You seel’ve decided to surprise him with aplaymate. A sweet young thinglike me.

MICH
If you say so, M aam. But you carried Adam to term. Will you do the same with his
play mate?
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JOSE
No. For motherland’ s sake, no, Mich. That is so not enjoyable. Thistimel just need
some stem cdls from Adam. A slight of hand as they differentiate and—voilal—a
playmate. It will be much easier, and much faster, believe me.

MICH
| believeyou, M aam. | heard y ou shoutingwhen you were birthing Adam. Why I’ve
never heard you say words likethat before and --

JOSE
-- Mich.

MICH
YesMaam.

JOSE

Just help me here for amoment. Roll him up on his side.

M ich rolls Adam onto his side, lifts the tunic
with one hand and supports Adam with the
other.

JOSE
There, that’s perfect. Kegp him likethat for just another moment.

Josie reaches under the tunic. Thereis aloud
popping sound like a cork being pulled out of a
bottle. She pulls alargerib (bigas acow’s) out
from under the tunic.

JOSE
Hewon't miss that.

Mich rolls Adam back down and drops the
tunic.

M ICH
Now what Josie? Uh, M & am.
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JOSE
| can create an entire universe with afew strings and alittle geometry, but these beings are
so more complicated. I'll be back shortly. M eanwhile, be apeach and stay with Adam.
Hemay bealittle sore when hewakes up. Keep him comfy.

MICH
Certanly, Josie M & am.

Josie exits and M ich sits next to Adam.
BLACKOUT.
SCENE9

Paradise. It is still dark. STAGEHAND enters
and turns on thelight, then exits. Thelight is
dim; birds begn to chirp. Adamrolls over, sits
up, and gves abigyawn. Mich grabs hold of his
tunic and begins to pull it off of Adam. Adam
responds by pullingit back over himsdf with
gredt force.

ADAM
What in hell do you think you’ re doing?

MICH
M aster Adam. | an so sorry. Did | offend M aster?

ADAM
Mich?Istha you Mich?

MICH
Why yes, M aster Adam. Don’t you recognize me?

ADAM
I do now M ich. For some reason my vision is somewhat impaired. And my heed... It
feds quite uncomfortable. Damn uncomfortable to be precise.

MICH
You areusudly so friendly when you awaken, M aster Adam. You seem out of sortsthis
morning.
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ADAM
Widll, not only my head hurts. My side aches terrible as well. M ust bethis hard ground
I’ ve been slegping on. You seen Luke ‘round here? Oops. | mean to say, haveyou seen
Lukein thevicinity this morning?

MICH
No, M aster Adam. It was just your mamaand I.

ADAM
My mama? My mamawas here?

MICH
Yes shewas. Your side hurts because she took one of your ribs whileyour were asleep.
She set off to make you aplaymate.

ADAM
My mama s gonna-- going to make me a play mate? Has she gone and made hersdlf
pregnant again? And what’ s she gonnado with my rib?

MICH
No, M aster Adam. She's simply goingto useyour rib to speed up the process.
Appaently it’sawholelot simpler than being pregnant.

ADAM
M an, what adream | had Mich. It must have been adream. Everything was different.

And Lukewas there, and beer and pizzaand takin’ *bout women, and beer and me
makin’ achild with my --

Adam pulls up histunicto look a himsdf.

ADAM
Oh my mama

Mich looks a the samethingthat Adamis
looking &t.

MICH
Oh my. Oh my mama. M aster Adam, you look like one of the ducks when --

ADAM
-- Mich. Mind your own funny business.
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Adam readjusts the tunic to cover himself.

ADAM
You said mama s goingto make aplaymate for me. Isit goingto be aman or awoman?

MICH
Wdll, | bdieveit will beawoman. She said she was going to make asweet young thing
like herself. Thosewere her words. Exactly .

ADAM
Redly.

MICH
| believeit will shortly be aredity, M aster Adam.

ADAM
Listen Mich. Do you know... can you tdl me... ah... do you have any ideahow... ah... do
you have any idea how aman and awoman go about making a child?

M ICH
None.

ADAM
None?

M ICH
None.

ADAM

| believeit has somethingto do with my pecker.

MICH
Your pecker, M aster Adam?

ADAM
(lifts tunic and points)
This thingyou dimwit.

MICH
(lookinga where Adam is pointing)

My. How interesting.
(MORE)
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MICH (cont'd)
(looking up)
| am familiar with the appendage, M aster Adam. Luke uses his when heis with me, and
I’ ve never gotten pregnant, so | don’t see how that can be the case.

ADAM
Luke uses his with you?

MICH
Wi, not since hewent off to hell by himself. We used to meet herein paradise quite
often. Gabridlawould join us. At first, hewas usingit with just Gabriellaand me, but
then he began usingit with other members of the choir. Quite alarge number atogether.
We dway s obliged when he asked.

ADAM
Exactly how does Luke use his with you?

MICH
Hesimply insertsit here.
(points)
He seems to enjoy the experience momentarily, but as soon as we disengage he appears
dissatisfied and takes immediate leave of my company. | do wish | could be of better
serviceto him.

ADAM
Does -- did he do the same thing with Gabridla?

MICH
Not exactly.

ADAM
How’sthat?

MICH

With Gabridlahe can manage afrontd approach. With the same disappointing results |
might add. We were both in aquandary as to how to please him better.

ADAM
And Gabridlanever got pregnant?

M ICH
Yes, M aster Adam.



ADAM
Gabridlagot pregnant?

MICH
No, M aster Adam.

ADAM
M ich, ether shedid or shedidn’t.

MICH

She ather did or did not what, M aster Adam.

ADAM
She ether did or did not become pregnant.

MICH

She did not become pregnant, if that is what you were asking.

ADAM
That’s what | asked you.

MICH
Indeed you did, M aster Adam.

ADAM

For the love of Josie, M ich, gve me astraight answer.

M ICH
| love Josie, M aster Adam. We dl love Josie M & am.

ADAM
I’'m sureyou do Mich.
MICH
Thank you, M aster Adam.
ADAM
(stands up)

Mich, I’'m goingto take alittle walk.

51
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MICH
Would you like meto accompany you, M aster Adam. Perhaps | could be of serviceto
you?

ADAM
(backs away quickly)
Some other time, M ich.

MICH
Just tell me when you need me, M aster Adam.

ADAM
Not achance, Mich.

MICH
Thank you M aster Adam. Have anice day .

Adam and Mich part company in opposite
directions. The sun grows to full brightness.
Josie and EVE enter together.

JOSE
Adam. Oh, Adam. Look what 1’ ve brought for you my desr little boy.
(looks around)
My. Where could that boy have gone? | left him here with M ich just ashort while ago.
(looks a Eve)
You'll love Mich, my dear. He such awonderful conversationdist.
(looks around again)
| asked M ich to keep my little boy comfy whilel was gone. They're probably playing
nearby. You wait heremy dear whilel go look for them. I’'ll be right back.

Josieturns and leaves. Eve waks over to the
appletrees and begins fondling the apples. First
the Ddicious, and then the Empires. Luke enters
behind Eve and begins singng.

LUKE
Wish't | was an apple/A hangn’ from atree/An every timetha Cindy passed/She d take
abiteo’ me.
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EVE
(turnsto face Luke)
Would you be Adam?
LUKE
Would it make any difference?
EVE

It would only make adifferenceif you weren't.

LUKE
Wil if | could make adifferencein your lifel surein hel would.

EVE
You're not Adam then?

LUKE
Wi, | could lieand say that | was.

EVE

I wouldn’t be so quick to admit that if | wereyou.

LUKE
| wasn't meanin’ to, but | cannot tell alie, you bein’ so pretty’ndl.

EVE
It is comfortingto know that my being pretty has that effect.

LUKE
| guess| an't doin’ thisright. Beggn' your pardon, Missy. My Nameis Luke.

EVE
No need to beg,Mr. Luke. I'm Eve.

LUKE
Pleased to meet you.

Luke puts out his hand. Evetakesit. Luke
stands there holding her hand, transfixed. Eve
pulls her hand away .

LUKE
| been waitin’ alongtimeto meet you, but | didn’t expect you quite this soon.
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EVE
| suspect the duration of your wait may not have been long enough.

LUKE
Listen. You hungy? You ain’'t had no lunch yet?

EVE
| can say that | haven't.

LUKE
Wil then, try one o’ them apples.

Luke picks an Empire off the tree.

LUKE
These here are red good.

Luke holds out the applefor Eve. Eve hesitates.

LUKE
Go ahead.

EVE
No thank you.

LUKE

Here, eat thisone. I'll get ‘nother one for me.

EVE
That oneis green. | think I might favor one of the red ones over there.

LUKE
Takemy word. Them -- they don’t taste as good as this one does.

EVE
You don't say?

LUKE
That’sright. | grow ‘em both wherel hole up. The green ones are asight better.

EVE
Wall, if | had to go by color, I’d say thereds ones are amight riper.
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LUKE
No. No. Color don’t mean nothin’ when it comes to apples. Them can bered on the
outsidean’ green on theinside.

EVE
| choosered.
LUKE
(taken aback)
OK then.

Luke fetches Eve one of the Ddicious apples.

EVE
Thank you very much.

LUKE
Glad to oblige.

Eve proceeds to eat the gpple. Lukecan't take
his eyes off her. Shetakes acouple of bites and
hands what’ s remainingto Luke.

EVE
| am much obliged mysdlf. That was very good.

Luke holds the partidly eaten gpplein one
hand, and the Empirein the other.

LUKE
Glad you liked it. Look. You want to seemy place? We be goin’ to hell in no time.

EVE
| am waiting for mamato return. She brought me hereto meet Adam.

LUKE
Your mamais here?

Do you see her?
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LUKE
(looks around)
Can't say that | do.

Then | guess sheisn't.

LUKE
What | meaned to say was, she's a-bout, right?

EVE
| quess, Shedidn’'t say exactly where shewas going.

LUKE
Listen. | gotsto begoin’. I'll stop by ‘nother time. M aybe you can see my place then?
It"sjus over thelinefrom here.

Perhaps.

LUKE
So long now. ‘ Twere apleasure meetin’ ya.

EVE
I’m sure.

Luke exits quickly still carryingthe apples. Eve
squats down, picks up asmall stick and begns
doodling on the ground. She sings another verse
to“Cindy.”

EVE
Cindy isapretty grl/Shelivesright in atree/An’ every time she sees my face/Shethrows
arock a me,

BLACKOUT.
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SCENE 10

Eveis still doodling on the ground and humming
themelody to “ Cindy.” Shelooks up to see
Adam entering Adamis still wearingMich’s
tunic. He has his head down and his hands in the
pockets of thetunic. Hedoesn't see Eveand is
about to walk into her when she stops him with
aquestion.

EVE
Why thelong look?

ADAM
(startled)
Oh... Hdlo there. Areyou one of Gabridla s?

EVE
Gabridla?

ADAM
Gabridlaleads the Second-Day choir.

EVE
No, my mamabrought me here. She's off looking for Adam. She wanted me to meet him.

ADAM
I’'m Adam. You... must be my new playmate. M ich told me about you.

EVE
I’'m Eve. I’'venot met Mich, just Luke.

ADAM
Luke. Wheredid he go?

EVE
Off that way. Hedidn't seemed dl too pleased that mamawas nearby .

Josie enters the scene.
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JOSE
Adam, thereyou are. Eve, what agood grl. You know how to stay put. Adam, I'd like
you to meet your new playmate, Eve.

ADAM
We vejust met, mama.

EVE
M ama? She' s your mamatoo?

ADAM

Sureis. Luke said she borned meright out o' there.
(point to Josi€ s abdomen)
At lesst that’stheway Luke put it.

JOSE
Luke? Luke. Luke' s been here?

ADAM & EVE
Yes, mama

JOSE

Luke hasn’'t been herefor over twenty years. Areyou sureit was Luke?

ADAM
Wdl that’swho he said hewas.

EVE
Said the sameto me.

JOSE
Adam, what did hetdl you exactly.

ADAM

Widl, cometo think of it, | may have been dreaming. When | woke up, M ich was knedling
over me.

M ich enters the scene.

MICH
M aster Adam, thereyou are.
(looking at Eve)
And you must be Adam’s new play mate.
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EVE
Eve, thank you.

JOSE
Where have you been, M ich? | asked you to look after Adam.

MICH
Why M aster Adam wanted to take awak by himsdf. | simply honored his wishes, Josie
Maam. Hewent that way, and | went the other until | met Luke on the path. He seemed
in an awful hurry. | offered him my services, but hefaled to respond.

EVE
Lukeleft herein ahurry too: as soon as | finished eatingthe gpple he picked for me.

JOSE
(whirls to meet EvE s eye)
Which apple?
EVE
(points)
From one of those trees over there.
JOSE

(runs to the Empire)
Oneof the Empiresis missing. Did you eat one of the Empires?

EVE
Which oneis the Empire, mama, thered or the green?

JOSE
The green.

EVE
Wdl, | aethered.

JOSE

(visibly relieved)
Thanks beto Josie. Don’t you ever, ever eat the green apples. Those are Empires and
you arefar too youngto digest Empires. Areyou sureyou didn’t eat agreen one? One of
the Empires is missing.
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EVE
That’s the one Luke offered mefirst. | liked the look of thered ones better.

JOSE
Good grl. Good grl. | suppose Luke headed back to hell. That is no place for man nor
beest.

ADAM
Why isthat, mama? It didn’t seem -- well, why did Luke stay away dl thoseyears?

JOSE
(ignores Adam’ s question)
Mich, I want you to go back to the motherland and tell the choirsthat they areto inform
me at thefirst sign of Luke.

MICH
Yes, Mdam.
(turningto Adam)
M aster Adam, if you are no longer chilled, may | have my tunic?

ADAM
Uh... not just yet, Mich. I’ve kindataken afancy to it.

JOSE
For goodness sake Adam, gve M ich his tunic. It’s as hot as -- It isvery warm today .

ADAM
(dancing at Eve)
| can’t do it right now.

JOSE
Adam, what is the matter with you?

ADAM
(swats the back of his neck)
M osquitoes, mama. They are awful today .

JOSE
Mich, go on without your tunic. We |l settlethis later.
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M ICH
YesMaam.

Mich exits.

JOSE
| need to havealittletak with you two about Luke. Listen. | want you to stay avay
from Luke. Just think of him as agreen apple, one of the Empires. If he as much as shows
his face around here, you just run the other way. And don't listen to him. No matter what
hetelsyou. Isthat clear. Adam, areyou listeningto me? s that clear.

ADAM
Yes, mama

JOSE
Eve, isthat clear.

EVE
Yes, mama

JOSE

| can't be heredl thetimeto keep watch so | haveto depend on you keeping awvay from

him. He s asweet taker and he'll make you offers that are hard to refuse. But he's only

after onething, and that’s what he wants, so he can’t be of much help to you.
(lookingat Eve)

Andyou grl. You haveto be especidly careful not to be caught up in what he says or

does.

EVE
Yes mama

JOSE
Now you two enjoy yourselves. Have anice conversation. Get to know each other.

ADAM & EVE
Yes mama.

Josie smiles a them both, turns and leaves.
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EVE
| suppose she sright. | must admit to feding, wel, like Luke had something on his mind
when hewas talkingto me. It made me abit uncomfortable.

ADAM
[ think | know what it was.

EVE
What? Tdl me.

ADAM
I don’t think you would understand.

EVE
Certainly | would.

ADAM

No, you wouldn’t, believe me. It’s al clear to menow. | never redized it before.

EVE
How?How did you cometo this redization?

ADAM
It"s more of afeding.

EVE
| have fedings.

ADAM
Not this kind of feding.

EVE
What kind of fedingis that?

ADAM

You areawoman. | am aman. We re different.

EVE
So what if we aredifferent?

ADAM
A man can do things awoman can't.
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EVE
| am sure awoman can do things that aman can’'t. What sort of things areyou talking
about. How do you know this?

ADAM
Luketold me.

EVE
M ama said you shouldn’t listen to Luke. He may not have your best interests a heart.

ADAM
Wdl, Mich sort of confirmed it.

EVE
What did M ich haveto say?

ADAM

He explained it more or less in physiologca terms.

EVE
And so you can explain it to me the same way. Show me, if that’s possible.

ADAM
Show you?

EVE
Show me.

ADAM
You want meto show you?

EVE
That’swhat | sad.

ADAM

We are not the same. We re not made the sameway . A man and awoman are made
differently.

Now you arerepeatingyourself.
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ADAM
| am?

EVE
You are, and your faceis turning as red as the gpples on that tree. Why isthat?

ADAM
| have no idea, and that other thingis happening again: just like when | first saw you
before mama showed up.

EVE
| can’'t make any sense out of your explanation.

ADAM
M ay be y ou need abeer first.

EVE
A beer?

ADAM
Yeah. It kind of softens your mind.

EVE

| still don’t know what you are talking about.

ADAM
| told you that you wouldn’t.

EVE
I'll try if you make some sense.

ADAM

Listen. Before | went and visited Luke, | never had thesefedings. He gave me things to
eat and drink that were damn good: pizza, beer, and them Empire apples over there. My
head was spinnin’ but it still felt good. Then | woke up here.

EVE
You atethe Empires? Does mamaknow that?

ADAM
Nope. And shedoesn’'t know that I’ ve been to hell and back ether.
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EVE
Goodness.

ADAM
We rerdated, too. You were made from one of my ribs.

EVE
How’s that?

ADAM
Ask Mich. He knows more about it then | do; | was asleep.

EVE
[ will.

ADAM
Listen. Unless you want to born achild, stay away from Luke.

EVE
What does it mean to born a child?

ADAM
Woman! Do | haveto explain everythingto you?

EVE
You haven't explained much. I'll ask M ich then.

ADAM
Oh, don't go and ask Mich. He Il tell mama. He can’t keep his mouth shut for amoment.
Besides, he only knows part of the story and has no clue about therest.

EVE
Do you know therest?

ADAM
No.

EVE

Who can | ask then?
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ADAM
| dunno. Thisisdl new to metoo. I'mtired. It’s been alongday. | need to get somerest.
I’m gonnalie down here. You want to rest too?

Adam lies down on the ground.

ADAM
Thisisredly your first day in paradise you know. You must be exhausted.

Evelies down next to Adam. Adam throws part
of histunic over Eve.

EVE
Is there anything ese? What did y ou mean when y ou said mama borned you right out of
here.
(points to her abdomen)
What can aman do that awoman can't? How arewe different?

Adam
(snores)
1777.

Evesits up and gppearsto bethinking The light
dims considerably . She picks up the tunic and
peers underneath. Then shelifts her hand to her
mouth in surprise.

EVE
Oh! Ha, ha. My what afunny looking appendage.

STAGEHAND enters and turns off thelight.

END OF ACT I.
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ACT Il
SCENE 1

Midday in paradise. Eveis strollingaong a
path bounded by high grasses sniffingadaisy.
As she walks beneath the Empire appletreethe
boa constrictor suddenly dropsin front of her,
its tall hangng from abranch above. It continues
to sway back and forth as she attempts to wak
around it.

EVE
Oh... Oh... Oh!

Luke comes up behind Evewhile sheistryingto
get around the snake.

LUKE
| think hejust wantsto play.

EVE
(turningto face Luke)
I’m not sure |l want to play his game.

LUKE
Why don’'t you try? You might likeit.

Luke continues to advancetowards Eve. Eve
backs up to avoid Luke s advances and the
snake slithers over her shoulder and around her
neck.

EVE
Oh!

LUKE
(advances to Eve)
Here, let me have him.
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Luke unwinds the snake from Eve and wraps it
around himsdf, holding the head out toward
Eve.

EVE
Thereare somethings in paradisethat | don’t like.

LUKE
(brandishing the head)

This be one of them?

EVE
M aybe two.

LUKE
There s only one snake.

EVE

You haveareputation. M amawants me to avoid you.

LUKE
| don't seewhy.
(leering)
Or maybel do see.
EVE

Your intentions are what mama finds objectionable.

LUKE
Now what might they be?

Luke brandishes the head of the snake once
again towards Eve.

EVE
That’sthe part | haven't figured out yet.

LUKE
What isit you need to know? Get it straight from the source.

EVE
Areyou aman or just one of the minions, like M ich?
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LUKE
Wadl, | an't likeMich; that’s for sure. Yeah, I’'m aman. Been onefor aslongas| can
remember.

EVE
Show me.

LUKE
Wel, er, uh --
(looks around)
-- Thisain't thetimean’ placefor that.

EVE
Why not?

LUKE
Widll, you' d have morefun if you was in the mood.

EVE
In the mood?

LUKE
It’s kindahard to explain to someone like y ou. Before you had a beer or two, that is. An’
may be abiteo’ oneo’ them green apples.

EVE
Now you're begnningto sound like Adam.

LUKE
What’d Adam have to say

EVE
He says that beer * softens themind.” I’m not sure what he meant, but he did say that the
green gpplestasted just fine.

LUKE
See, if they was good ‘ nough for Adam, why they’d be good ‘ nough for you. Here. Let
me get onefor you.

Luke attempts to reach up with the snake still
curled around him and fails to pick an apple.
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EVE
M ama said not to eat them. She dso said you could be mighty convincing.

LUKE
(chuckles)
She said that, did she? She ought to know.

EVE
She ought to know what?

LUKE
(hesitates before speaking)
Your mama, sheknows alot 0’ things, but she don’t know mevery well. Even after us
bein’ together so long. We ain't like two peas from the same pod for sure.

EVE
Why areyou two so different?

LUKE
Don’t know. Just theway it's adways been. M aybe ‘cause|’m aman an’ she's awoman.

EVE
Adam said that mama borned him right “ outa here.” What did he mean by that?

LUKE
Them'sthefacts of life. Go watch them ducks. Only they puts out eggs, not chil’ en.

EVE
I’ ve seen the ducks. They just swim or waddle or fly.

LUKE
You an't seen ‘“em when they’s matin’. Havin’ a hell-of-agood time. Leastwise the
drakes. You keep watch. M atin’ season’s comin’ up.

EVE
So thefacts of lifearedl about “ matin?’

LUKE
Yup. You got that part right.
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EVE
| takeit there s more.

LUKE
Look. If you was wearin’ somethin’ like them robes the minions wear, an’ you had to tie
them knots they tie with them cords ‘round their waists, why it’d take me hdf-a-day to
explan how to tie‘em. But | could show youinjus' five minutes. Samewith the facts o’
life. Lot easier to do than talk about it. M ore fun too. Jus’ come on cross the line with me
an’ I'll show you quick as awink. Answer all your questions, jus’ likethat.

EVE
| takeit you've had experiencein this sort of thing.

LUKE
Right you aregrlie. Right you arethere.

EVE
If it’s physiologica like Adam says, | don’'t understand why you can't gve mea simple
straightforward explanation. We have plenty of time.

LUKE
‘Causetakin’ aout it an't theway for me.

EVE
Then | guess I’ll go “ watch them ducks.”

Eveturns and leaves.
LUKE
But doin’ it ismorefun. Hey! Jus’ try it once't an’ see.
(takes astep or two)
Crow!
Luke turns and exits with the snake.
BLACKOUT.

LENE 2

In the motherland. M ICH and Josie are sitting
on stools facing each other.



72

MICH
No sigh of Luke anywhere near the motherland, Josie M & am. I’veinformed al the
choirs and they have been most cooperative... with perhgps one notable exception—the
Seventh-Day choir. Apparently Luke has been supplyingthem with wine and tobacco for
quite sometime. They seem abit... edgy, now that he's no longer coming.

JOSE
Why wasn’t | informed of this earlier?

MICH
You never asked for this information, Josie M a am. The minions do have freedom of
movement and it’s impossible for meto know what al of them are doingal of thetime.
They do havealot of time on their hands the other six day s of the week. It seemed a
rather harmless way to keep them entertained. Their smokingin the motherland has no
effect ontheanimals in paradise. To ther credit, they do put on quite ashow every
seventh day, Josie M @ am. Even you have said so yoursdf.

JOSE
Mich, would you stop referringto me as “ Josie M & am.”

MICH
Yes --

JOSE
--“Mdam.”

M ICH
Maam. Yes. Madam. YesM a am.

JOSE

(contemplates)
Mich, do you ever disagree with any one?

MICH
Only in matters of fact, M &am. And then only when | know the facts.

JOSE
How familiar are you with the facts of life?

MICH
Only what I’ve observed of lifein paradise, M & am. But that is considerable.
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JOSE
Do you know how Adam cameinto being?

MICH
You carried him to term, just as the animas do in paradise, M & am. Then you borned
him.

JOSE
For my sake, Mich, thetermis“ gave birth.” The other is Luke s manged terminology .

MICH
Then you carried him to gave birth, M & am, then you borned him.

JOSE
(head in the air)
What was | thinkingwhen | made you minions so literd?

MICH
| have no ideawhat you were thinking, M a am.

JOSE
That is an example of just what | was referringto.

MICH
What isit that you werereferringto, M a am?

JOSE
Mich, stop.

MICH
But | am not moving, M & am.

JOSE
Sop taking

MICH
Yes, M mmm...

JOSE

Listen to me carefully. Do you know how mammals create the entity that they
eventudly ... born?



74

M ich remains silent.

JOSE
Mich, I’'m speakingto you.

M ich shakes his head up and down.

JOSE
Oh for my sake, Mich, speak.

MICH
YesMaam.

JOSE
“Yes?’ You do know?

MICH
No, Maam.

JOSE

Mich, tell mewhat you do or do not know.

MICH
| can only tel you thethings that | know, M & am. Wherewould you like meto start?

Josielooks a M ich, then stands and commences
towdk around in acircle

JOSE
What process causes an anima to come into existence?

MICH
Why being borned, M @ am. Why | remember distinctly the sounds that accompanied the
process. You were quite vociferous and then --

JOSE
-- Mich. Beforethat.

MICH
Why they remain inside the mother, M a am.
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JOSE
Beforethat.

MICH
They don't exist beforethat, M a am.

JOSE
S0 you have observed thousands of animas in paradise and still don’t know how they are
created in thefirst place?

MICH
No, Maam. Uh,yes, Maam. Uh,noMaam. Uh,yesMaam --

JOSE
-- You have not deduced—or is it inferred?>—how animals get inside their mothers’
tummies?

MICH
| have neither induced nor inferred how animals get inside their mothers’ tummies. It is
bey ond the scope of my knowledge, M & am.

JOSE
Mich, | can’t keep Luke out of paradise. | have no control over his movements. And he
never forces anyoneto do anything against their will. But if he manages to influence their
will... he can get them to do anything he wants.

MICH
Wl he certainly has influenced the choirs, M & am.

JOSE
My question is, how do we keegp him from influencing Adam and Eveto do the things
that he wants them to do, and get them to do the things that | want them to do?

MICH
Is this another of your rhetorical questions M & am, or would you like meto answer that?

JOSE
Haveago a it Mich. I'm not surethe agorithm s that good, but haveago at it.
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MICH
You told meyou gave Adam and Eve freedom of choice, M & am. Except in one behavior.
Thisyou reserved. You never told mewhat that behavior concerned. You told methat if
Adam and Evethought carefully, they would away s chooseyour way .

JOSE
But Luke' s dcohol can dull their thinking, M ich. They may do somethingthey wouldn’t
otherwise do whilethey are under the influence.

MICH
Do they havethe freedom to choose to drink dcohol, M & am?

JOSE
Yes, unfortunately they do.

MICH
Canyoutakeit back? That freedom, | mean?

JOSE
No.

MICH
Then you must offer them something more gppeding than alcohol, M &am. You must
gvethem abetter choicethan Luke's.

JOSE
Good, Mich, good. Thedgorithmis alot better than I’d imagined.

MICH
Thank you M @ am. What agorithm might that be?

JOSE
Yours Mich, yours.

MICH
Thank you, M & am.

JOSE

Let’s put our heads together here, Mich -- No! Let merephrasethat. Let’s think about
this together. What would be more appeding than acohol?
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M ICH
Sex, M a am.

JOSE
Sex! You told meyou knew nothing about sex!

MICH
I have no recollection of ever havingsaid that, M & am.

JOSE
Wheredid you learn about sex?

MICH
Luke, Maam. That’swhat he cdled it. Luke seemsto enjoy it... & least momentarily.
You could offer Luke more sex, M a am.

Josie whirls on Mich.

JOSE
How did you know?

M ICH
Know what, M & am?

Josie takes amoment to regain her composure.
She brushes an invisible spec off her tunic.

JOSE
You don't know then.

MICH
Yes, Maam. | don’'t know what | don’t know, but | do know everything| know.

JOSE
(reflecting)
What goes around, comes around.
MICH
M & am?
JOSE

What did you mean by offer Luke more sex?
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MICH
Wédll, perhgps not more sex. M a am, but better sex.

JOSE
(flares)
Better sex! He never had better sex and won't ever have better sex!

MICH
That’'sjust it, Maam, it seems we can't offer him the sexua experience he craves.

JOSE
| thought you said you didn’t know.
MICH
Didn't know what, M & am?
JOSE
(sits back down)

How do you propose we give Luke better sex.

MICH
Wadll, you might let him have sex with Adam or Eve, M & am. If Luke found that
satisfactory, he most likely would not need to offer them acohol, and then he could not
convince them that his way of doingthings was more desirable than yours.

JOSE
(stands and speaks to the heavens)
What atanged web we weave, when we practiceto decave.

M ICH
M a am?

JOSE
M ich.

MICH
YesMaam?

JOSE

You know that behaviord knowledgethat | withheld from Adam and Eve.
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MICH
No, Md am.

JOSE
Cand knowledge.

MICH
Sex?

JOSE
Sex.

MICH

| am a aloss to think of anything more appedingto Luke.

JOSE
You did your best Mich.

MICH
Thank you, M & am.

JOSE

I'll haveto gvethis some more thought.

MICH
I’vedone my best M a am.

JOSE
Your certainly have Mich. Thank you.

MICH
Thank you, M & am.

JOSE
You can go now Mich.

MICH

Thank you M a am.

M ich exits. Josie sits and assumes the position
of Rodin’s “ The Thinker.”

BLACKOUT.
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SCENE 3

Eveis sitting by apond watchingthe ducks.
After afew moments Adam enters. The*sun” is

at midday .
ADAM
Deep in thought?
EVE
Yes. I'mabit confused.
ADAM

If you are abit confused, then | amtotaly.

EVE
Lukeis wantingto take me over the line—to hell. He wants to show methefacts of life.
Do you have any ideawhat heis takingabout?

ADAM
Yes.

EVE
How do you know about that?

ADAM
Wl hetook me there—to hell.

EVE
Did he show you?

ADAM
Not exactly. He sort of told me.

EVE
Sort of ?

ADAM

Widl, I’'m havingalittle trouble remembering exactly what he said. | had too many beers.
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EVE
You told methat beer softened your mind. Is that what beers do: makeit difficult to
remember things?

ADAM
Yes, but that's not al.

EVE
What? What dse?

ADAM

It’s hard to describe, but it feels good. | must have drunk three or four bottles. They made
mered sleegpy, too.

EVE
And that’s why you are having trouble remembering?

ADAM
Remembering what ?

EVE
Thefacts of life.

ADAM

Wadll, that and... Thetruthis... It’s alittle embarrassing.

EVE
Let me get this straight. Your tryingto explain the facts of lifeto meis embarrassing?

ADAM
Yes?

EVE
Your faceis getting dl red again, like before. Is that what it means to get embarrassed?

ADAM
That, and areluctance to continue with the explanation.

EVE
It isdifficult for metorelaeto wha you are describing. | don’t think | have ever gotten
embarrassed. What exactly makes you embarrassed?
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ADAM
Wéll, for starters, you're not wearingatunic.

EVE
It’s midday . The mosquitoes aren’t biting. It’s hot. Tunics make me hotter. Why areyou
wearing atunic?

ADAM
Thefact is... When | seeyou likethis | am, er, drawn to you.

EVE
What is so specid about that? 1 like talkingwith you. | guess | am drawn to you too.

ADAM
You are?

EVE
Of course, silly. Now, about thefacts of life. Luketold meto go watch the ducks. What
am | supposed to belookingfor?

ADAM
My guessis, ther peckers.

EVE
Ther peckers?

ADAM

That thing between the legs of the males—the drakes. You probably can’t seeit for the
feathers.

EVE
Doesit look likeyours?

ADAM
M ine? When did y ou see mine?

EVE

| peeked. After you fel asleep. | was curious.

ADAM
Yikes. You know that we're different then?
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EVE
Sowhat. | supposethat’swhat’s different about men and women. Besides these.
(lifts breasts)
Yours aealot smdler.
ADAM
(lifts his)

They are, aren’'t they? Wdll, yours are for feeding children, mine aren’t.

EVE
Children?

ADAM
That’s what gets borned. M amatold methey were brought by astork, but Luke said
they come out of awoman’s tummy.

EVE
Where?
(touches her belly button)
Arethey very smdl?

ADAM
| suppose so.

EVE
How do the children get into the woman’s tummy ?

ADAM
That’sthe part | don’'t know, but it has somethingto do with my, uh...

EVE
Pecker.

ADAM
Yes.

Thereisagesat clatter among the ducks. Adam
and Eveturn to watch. Astheclatter dies down
they both look at each other. Adamisasred asa
beet.
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EVE
| think the man puts the child in the woman’s tummy.

ADAM
It would eppear that way. It must bevery, very small.

EVE
And then it grows big enough to get borned.

ADAM
That’s what hgppens. M amaborned me.

EVE
Srange. | don’'t ever remember being small.

ADAM
| do. | spent alongtimein the motherland gettingthis big. M ich said you weren’t borned.
Just made from one of my ribs. Seethe scar.
(lifts tunic)

EVE
Do you supposethereis any moretoit?

ADAM
Yes, this other feding.

EVE
What other feding?

ADAM
You wouldn’t understand.

EVE

Now you'retakinglikeyou did the other day. Why wouldn’t | understand?

ADAM
Because, because... You don’t have a pecker.

EVE
Oh. What do | have?
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ADAM
Asfar as| can tel—nothing.

EVE
That seems abit one sided.

ADAM

Appaently. However, thereis onething | left out.

EVE
What's that?

ADAM
The Empires. Luke grows them green applesin hell. You know, the ones mamadon’t
want us to edt. | drank beer, ate pizza watched the TV, and ate one of them apples when
| was there.

EVE
What did it taste like? The gpple, | mean.

ADAM
Like thered ones, but not quite as sweet. But it was good in its own way. Cometo think
of it, it was only when | got back from hell that | got embarrassed not wearingatunic.
First thing| did was grab Mich’s tunic and cover my self with it.

EVE
S0 you think may be going to hell makes you get embarrassed.

ADAM
M ay be.

EVE
I’d liketo try abeer.

ADAM
What ?

EVE

If I went to hell, | could understand what you are taking about.
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ADAM
Why?Why would you want to do that?

EVE
So | would know what it means to get embarrassed. And... you wouldn’'t haveto do it by
yoursdf.

ADAM
By mysef?How do you know about that?

EVE
About what?

ADAM
Never mind. But mamawouldn’t want usto go there. I'm sure. You know she doesn’t
think much of Luke.

EVE
All the more reason to go. M aybe we can find out why mamathinks that way. We can
ask Lukedirectly. Do you know the way ?

ADAM
Widll, I’ve only been thereonce, but | think | can find theway. Wejust haveto find the
lineand cross it. Comeon, | think it’sthisway ...

Adam begns waking, Evejoins him.

EVE
What does pizzatastelike? What’saTV?You surelearned alot in hell...

They exit.
BLACKOUT.
CENE 4

In hell. Lukeis watching TV, drinking beer and
egting pizza Empty pizzacartons and beer
bottles are strewn dl around the couch. The
crowd on the TV is cheering.
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LUKE
Damn right you should cheer. Them Devils has won again. Nicefight too, redly nice

fight.
Thereis aknock at thedoor. (0.S)

LUKE
Comeon in Gabie. How many times | tol’ you no need to knock. Every timeyou come
down hereyou still knocks.

Adam and Eve enter.

ADAM
Hello Luke. M ay we comein?

LUKE
Surein hell. Was expectin’ someone else, but you folks surein hell is welcome anytime.
Both 0’ you grab achair. Best gameis comin’ up.

Adam and Evesit in separate overstuffed chairs.

ADAM
We, uh, we'd liketo ask you afew questions. Thereare afew things we think you can
help clear up.

Luke uses the remote to turn down the volume
ontheTV.

LUKE
Shoot boy. | ain't never been accused 0’ settin’ things straight. My job’sto mess ‘em up.
Your mama stheonefor straight shootin’. 1f'n you alow meto mix afew metaphors,
that is.

ADAM
Mix ‘em dl you want Luke, but just answer afew questions for us.

LUKE
Sure. Sure. Go ahead.
(stands)
Say. You folks want abeer? Got some cold ones in the freezer. Hard to keep ‘em cold
down here.
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Waks over to thefreezer and pulls out severd
cans of beer.

LUKE
Theseis cans. They’sfrozen on theinside. I'll just open ‘em up for you.

Luke takes a can opener and removes thetops
of three cans all the while talking

LUKE
Seeyou spoons out theice, mighty refreshin’ causeit’s aways so hot down here. Then
you drinks the acohol on the bottom that don’'t freeze. M ighty strong stuff. Got quitea
kick. Here, each 0’ you takeone o’ these an’ use them spoons on the table there ta scoop
out theice.

Adam and Eve each take aspoon.

LUKE
Now take aswig.

EVE
How long have y ou known mama?

LUKE

Reckon | knowed your mamaever since. Take aswigthere, grlie.

EVE
Ever since when.

LUKE
Ain't nowhen. Jus’ ever since. It weren't likeit is now. First it werejus’ dark. We jus’
sat aroun’. Nothin'. You ever jus’ sit aroun’ inthedark. No sense o’ time. Might 0 been
twenty-four hours, might o’ been ahunnert years, two hunnert, who knows? We didn’t
talk much, cause we run outathings to say taeach other pretty quick, an your mamaan’t
one for makin’ out—dark or no. So, wejus' sat aroun’. Then she come up with theidea
o havin' alittlemusic in the backgroun’. So she ups and says “ Let music be.” Well,
that’s when Pachebd comeinto bein’. Same damn song s been playin’ in the motherland
ever since.

Eve sniffs at the contents of her can.
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LUKE
Go ahead, drink up grlie, it’s got quite abite.

Evedrinks it down in one gulp. Adam sips his
gngerly.

LUKE
Now you jus’ spoon theice out and let it melt on your tongue. Takes the bite out. An’
takeit easy theregrlie. | don't want you passin’ out on me like Adam here. Them’s alot
stronger when you drink ‘em like that.

Eve spoons someice out of the can and Adam
does the same.

LUKE
Now where was |? Oh yeah. Well she liked Pachelbel so much she decided to put in them
choirs. All seven of ‘em. Onefor each day o’ theweek. Coursethat’s after she lightened
things up abit so’s the choirs could read the music. Then she built this place down here
for me, | was goin’ nuts, probably gettin’ on her nerves my complanin’. Then come
paradise. | had afew ideas see. Don’'t know wherethey comefrom, jus’ had ‘em. Afor
yaknew it, | could make dl kinds 0’ good stuff likeyour drinkin’ there. You want a
smoke boy ?

Luke proceeds to light ahuge cigar, and offers
oneto Adam who refuses. Eveis spooningice
out of her can and finishes thelast of theliquid
in the bottom.

EVE
I'll get right to the point...

Eve draws ablank. Luke and Adam wait
expectantly for afew moments.

LUKE
Wl don’t tell methat stuff’s goneto work aready ?

EVE
(recovers)
We watched the ducks.
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LUKE
M akes for quiteasight, don't it?

EVE
We now understand the difference between aman and awoman.

LUKE
Yado, doya?

ADAM
Yes, but | don’t think she knows about gettin’ in the mood. Thewholethingis strictly
anatomical to her yet.

LUKE
Gettin' inthemood is half the fun.

EVE
What do you mean by “gettin’ in the mood?’

LUKE
Well, it’s like this --

ADAM
-- | don’t think sheis goingto understand.

LUKE
Hold on there boy. Give me achance. Here, have aslice 0’ this pizza. This'ns got
jaapefios.

Luke hands Adam the jalapefio-laden slice of

pizza
LUKE
Now as| was sayin’ --
EVE
--May | try somepizzatoo?
LUKE

Sure, sure. Got lots o' differn’t kinds here. Some with and some without the hot stuff.
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ADAM
Whew. Eeeeeyowiel Whoa.... Help. Luke. I’'m on fire. Yowy owy owy ow.

Adam jumps up and runs around the couch and
charsydling He chugs his own beer, then grabs
Luke' s out of his hand and chugs that too, ice
spillingdl over himsdf. Then he grabs Eve' s
and dumps theiceinto his mouth.

ADAM

(garbled)
My mama, you should 0’ warned me.

LUKE
It affects some folks more n others. Guess you is some rather than others.

EVE
What is the matter with Adam?

LUKE
Them jaaperios feds like fire on the tongue to some folks. Don’t do no permanent
damage though.

ADAM
(still running and fanning his mouth)
Another beer Luke. I’ve got to put out thisfire.

LUKE
Comin’ up boy.
Opens another can and hands it to Adam. Who
drinks it down in one gulp.
ADAM
‘Nother.

Luke opens another and hands it to Adam.

LUKE
Sow down boy. | don't amto carry you al theway back to paradise again.
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Adam sits down and continues to pour ice and
the remaining liquid into his mouth.

LUKE
Nothin’ like alittle excitement aroun’ hereto liven things up. Now where were we grlie?
Ohyesah, | was offerin’ you aslice 0’ pizza With or without?

EVE
(lookingat Adam)
[ think I'll try it without, please.

Luke hands her apiece without the peppers.
Shetakes abite.

EVE
Oh my mama, that’s good.

LUKE
Wdl | an’'t your mama, but I'm dad you likeit.

ADAM
‘Nother bear, Luke.

Luke goes back to the freezer and grabs severd
more cans. Thistime hejust popsthetab on
two of them and hands them to Adam. Adam
drinks them both quickly.

LUKE
Now as| was sayin’. Your mamaan’ me, we made paradise together so’s we could get
away form the sickohs, er, minions. ‘ Sdes, | thought | might get alittle action outay our
mamaif wedidn’t have ‘em crawlin’ dl over us dl thetimewantin’ tado this and wantin’
tado that for us.

Action? What sort o’ action?

LUKE
Wil you know. Thekind | been tryin’ to get outayou sincel first laid eyes on you.
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EVE
You mean... You mean... Like the ducks?

LUKE
Yup. Likethe ducks.

EVE
Thefemde did not look like she was having much fun.

LUKE
Widl, them’ s ducks. When they ready, they ready. When they ain’t, they ain’t. Ain’t no
gettin’ in the mood for them.

ADAM
(head lolling back)
Yagottabeinthemood... Zzzz.
EVE

What’s the point? T o born achild? Why would you want meto born achild?

LUKE
There smoreto it than that. You seethe wholethingisalot of fun.

EVE
No matter. That femae duck was not having much fun. | thought the drakes were rather
rough on her.

LUKE
Here. Have ‘nother beer. Adam done gone an’ drank yours al up.

Luke gves Eve another beer, simply popping
thetop on this one. Evetakes it and drinks it
slowly.

LUKE
Look. I an't rough. You ask your mama. | was red gentlelike.

EVE
Youan' my mama Adamis -- your child?

LUKE
‘Xactly.
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Evetakes abigswigand looks directly a Luke.

EVE
M amadon’t exactly taketo you nowadays.

LUKE
We have adiffer’ nce of ‘pinion, you might say.

EVE
(reaches for another beer)
What would that be?

LUKE
Thisis kinda hard to explain.
EVE
(swiggng)
I'mal ears.
LUKE

Likel was sayin’ afor, your mamamade them minions to liven things up abit. An’ they

did, an’ they did. Things was alot more interestin’ for mewhen they come aong..
(takes abigswig)

But they an’t much intheway 0’ companions, yamight say .

EVE
Why not? They seem pretty nice... tame. Theones I’'ve met, that is.

LUKE
Widll, they’'re atrifle stiff. If yaknow what | mean... Nah. You ain’t got aclue.

Luke goes over and sits on thearm of Eve's
chair and puts his arm around her shoulder.

LUKE
They isborin’. Sameway, day in an’ day out. But they ain’t got no choice. They was
made that way . But you lady, you got achoice. You can do it any ways you want. You
want totry it.

I’m not sure.
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LUKE
You ever tried aconversation with oneo’ them?

Luke puts his other hand on Eve s thigh and
begns to rub it back and forth.

LUKE
It’s likereadin’ an ency clopedia They know lots o' stuff but can’t do nothin” withiit.

Luke slides down in the chair next to Eve and
lifts her onto his lap.

EVE
Wédll, | did noticethat Mich is alittle condescending to mama.

Eveis leaning back on Luke' s shoulder, one arm
hangngloose a her side. She drops the beer can
to thefloor.

LUKE
‘Xactly. They al likethat.

EVE
But we'renot likethat. You an’ mean’ Adam over there.

LUKE
True, true, | was dways likethis. But | convinced y our mamato born Adam like me.

EVE
(chuckles)
Hean't nothin’ likeyou.

She snugdles up to Luke.

EVE
I think I'm gettin’ in the mood.

LUKE
Yeah, but hethinks like me. Almost. An so do you comin’ directly from Adam.
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Luke puts his hand behind Eve s head and
caresses her hair.

LUKE
You an't like them sickohs. You gets ta choose what you wants to do or not. Almost.

EVE
What do | want to do?

LUKE
Your mamaheld back. It’s only the beer’ s talkin’ right now. You redly want tabein the
mood, I'll getchaone o’ them green apples.

Luke reaches for agreen apple sittingin a bowl
of gpples on the coffeetable.

ADAM
They -- get you in the mood.

LUKE

(turns on Adam)

Thought you was slegpin’ boy.

ADAM
Was ‘til now.

EVE

(admost incoherently)
| think I’'min the mood, Adam

Eve cozies up to Luke again.

ADAM
Damn. You ain't in the mood. You' re drunk.

Eve s eyesroll back, her body straightens out,
and she slides off Luke's Igp onto thefloor.
Adam gets out of his chair, wobbles over to Eve
and triesto lift her up. Hecan't do it by himself
so Luke helps him. They get her standing and
leaning heavily on Adam.



97

Holding one another up, Adam and Eve stagger
toward the entranceway .

LUKE
You al come back, yahear. We Il get in the mood. I'll show yahow that thingworks.

ADAM
Sure ‘nough. | ‘spect you'll keep tryin’ “til you gets some.

Adam and Eve exit.

LUKE
Crow!

Luketurns the volume on the TV back up; the
crowd boos loudly.

BLACKOUT.

LENES

Paradise. M orning begns with STAGEHAND
turningon thelight and exiting. Eveis waking
up. Enter Josie.

JOSE
Thereyou aremy dear. Did you have agood night’ s rest?

EVE
(slurred)
Fine... fine, mama. Just... fine.

JOSE
Now, what would you liketo do today ? The Fifth-Day choir is singing. They are doing
some Bach chorals. Wonderful harmony . Would you liketo sit in?

EVE
No mama | want to just sit in the sun today and enjoy the scenery herein paradise.
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JOSE
Oh. | so wanted to introduce you to the choir. I’ ve been tdling them dl aout you. They
will be so terribly disgppointed if you don’t come.

EVE
M ama, how long has the Fifth-Day choir been singngfor you?

JOSE
Why, every seventh day for avery longtime.

EVE
And how much longer will they be singingfor you?

JOSE
Why forever and ever my dear.

EVE
Don't they ever get bored?

JOSE

How can they get bored of Bach? It is the most beautiful music that will ever be written.

EVE
Who will write the music, mama?

JOSE
Why, Johannes Bach will, my dear. His five-part inventions will be his signature
masterpieces.

EVE
How can you listen to somethingthat hasn’t y et been written.

JOSE
My, weareabit metgphysica today. Arethose wrinkles on your brow? Your eyes ook
abit bloodshot. Areyou sureyou slept well?

EVE
Don’t you get tired of doingthe samething every day, or dmost every day?

JOSE
Now you know tha boredom doesn’t exist in the motherland. And as for the minions,

boredom has not been programmed into their nature.
(MORE)
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JOSIE (cont'd)
As for me, sometimes | take the seventh day off—to rest, you know. | gvethe choir a
bresk. Besides, the Seventh-Day are not quite as good as the others.

EVE
M ama, thank you for letting me decide what | want to do.

JOSE
(suspiciously)
Why you are welcome—I think—my dear. | had dways planned it that way .

EVE
M ama, is there anything| can’t do? Except eat one of those Empires over there?

JOSE
Why no dear. You arefreeto do as |, uh, you please.

EVE
No mama That’s not exactly what 1’ m asking. Is there something | am incapable of doing
as aperson?

JOSE
No dear. You and Adam can choose to do anythingyou are capable of doing.

EVE
Would you braid my hair?

JOSE
Why certainly, my dear.

Josie commences to braid Eve's hair.

EVE
M ama, why am | shaped more likeyou and why is Adam shaped more like Luke?

JOSE
Wdl, | didn’t have much choicein the matter... a least with Adam. But | did want a
sweet thingin my image and likeness, just likeyou. So | made you from one of Adam’s
ribs. A few stemcdlsisdl it took.

EVE
Why is Adam so different from me?
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JOSE
Eve. | daresay that Adam is exactly the same as you. What do you mean by that? You
are exactly the samein my eyes.

EVE
Your eyes must be going bad mama. Adam has apecker and | don't.

JOSE
What!? What did you say ?

EVE
Adam has apecker and | don't.

JOSE

Wil you are more observant than | thought you would be under the circumstances. Good
for you. It’s just that some people havethis, uh, gopendage of which you spesk and
somedo not. It’s mainly to create alittle variety; everything doesn’'t haveto be the same.
See how the branches on the appletree are different but yet remain the same. It isas
simpleasthat. It’s the same with peoplelike you and Adam.

EVE
M ama, did you born Adam?

JOSE
Oh, that silly story that Luke made up. Don’t you believe aword he says.

EVE
| don’'t think he made it up mama. M ich told Adam that you carried him here --
(pointsto Josi€e's bely)
-- inyour belly, beforeyou borned him.

JOSE
Ohthat Mich, what ajokester. Why he's dway s playingjokes on the minions... and on
Adamtoo. Helovesto play with Adam.

EVE
Why isit that you want Adam and meto avoid Luke? | find him aharmless character,
athough hetaks funny.
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JOSE
Believe me, he's anything but harmless, my dear. He' s destructive and devious and he
would haveyou in aminute. He just about destroyed paradise and he wresked havoc with
the choirs until | put astop toit.

EVE
Did you ever like him mama?

JOSE
Therewas atimewhen Luke and | got dong. Yes. But that has changed, changed for the
worse. | supposeit was in his nature from the beginning. Oh, | tried to manage him, but
hewouldn’t listen. Now we no longer get dong; I'd rather you avoided him entirely .

EVE
Why don’'t you want meto eat the green apples, mama? Redly. Tdl me.

JOSE
| think you dready know why you must not eat the green apples, Eve,

Josie stops braiding Eve's hair. Eveturnsto
look Josieright intheeye.

JOSE
| want you to remain innocent, my dear. As innocent as ayoung child. With no impure
thoughts or desires. Oh how one strugdes when one has such knowledge. It makes life so
much more complicated. Believe meyou will be much better off without that knowledge.
Leavethe creation of peopleto me. | can handlethat easily now that you and Adam are
here.

EVE
Areyou sayingthat you don’'t want Adam and meto create people?

JOSE
| am sayingtha you don’t even haveto think about it for all the problems it causes
between people.

EVE
Did it create the problem between you and Luke?
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JOSE
(startled)
What ?

EVE
Soif Adamand | atethe gpple, wewould be ableto create people. We would be ableto
born children like you and Luke borned Adam. And | could get in the mood?

JOSE
(taken aback)
Where are you getting this nonsense from? | won't hear any of it. It’s Luke, isn’'t it?Has
Luke been here aggin?

EVE
M ama, Adam said essentidly the same thingwhen wefirst met, | just filled in the missing
parts. Don’'t you remember?

JOSE
| remember it well enough to know that Lukeis behind al of this --
(stands and whirls)
-- this nonsense. I’'m going to haveit out with him once and for al eternity. I’ll show that
ungrateful, irresponsible, sob who' s in charge around here.

Josie storms off. Eve stands and looks around.

EVE
Adam! Adam!

Eve starts running but stops a the Empire
appletree. She plucks an apple off thetree;
takes ahuge bite; throws therest awvay, and
continues running until out of sight. Thesun
dims. STAGEHAND enters and turns off the

light.
BLACKOUT.

SCENE 6

Paradise. Night. Adam is lying on the ground
supporting his head with one hand and is gazing
into asmal fire.
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His tunic is folded over hiswaist. Eveenters
and gpproaches him slowly. Sheiswragpped in
leafy vines covering her in strategc locations.

EVE
Hdlo there.

ADAM
Hello there y oursdlf.
(looks Eve over)
M osquitoes buggngyou? Come sit by thefire it kegps them away .

Eve sits down next to Adam.

EVE
It’s not the mosquitoes.

ADAM
Oh?

EVE

Yes. | think I’'m fedling... embarrassed.

ADAM
Embarrassed are we?

EVE
| think so. It’s why I’ve covered mysdlf. | think it’s the same fedingy ou had when you
didn’t want to gve back thetunicto Mich.

ADAM
That’sthefeding. | lived without it for over twenty years. Then | woke up one morning
and, just likethat, it was there.

EVE
| think | know where we got it.

ADAM
Where? Pizza? M ay be too much beer?
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EVE
No. | had pizzaand beer likeyou a Luke s. | didn’t fed likethis until just afew hours
ago. | took abite of one of those green apples mamacals Empires. Then | cameto look
for you. | stopped to takeadrink a the pond. When | saw my reflection in thewater, |
was startled. | didn’'t want you to seemelikethat.

ADAM
Yep.

EVE
It’slikel just woke up from along dream.

ADAM
Andyou weren’t asleep nearly aslongas| was. It’s astrangefeding, aright.

EVE
What do we do now?What do you think mamawill do when she finds out? She seemed
so positive that Luke was creating problems for us. Do you think heis?

ADAM
(sits up directly in front of Eve)
Mich tells methat Luke specidizes in creating problems. That it’sin his nature. | think
mama s afraid he' Il have sex with you and get you pregnant.

EVE
| think you'reright. It'stheway helooks a me. But, what is wrong with that?

ADAM
Nothing, except tha you might have a child that turns out like Luke. Luke would like
nothing better than to put peoplein paradisethat think like him. At least that’s my
quess. Do you want that?

EVE
No, I’'m not particularly fond of Luke, nor that snake of his.

ADAM
What about me? Areyou fond of me?

EVE
Of course, silly boy. | wouldn't be sitting hereif | weren't.
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ADAM
Dol look a you theway Lukelooks at you?

EVE
Not exactly. You have alittlefear in your eyes. Like now.

ADAM
Widll, to tdl you thetruth, I’ ve been thinking about what we velearned and it does scare
me alittle bit, though I'm attracted to you a the sametime.

EVE
Why do you think wefed likethis toward one another?

ADAM
We?

EVE
Yes, metoo.

ADAM

I mean the apple kind of made us aware of everythingthat was going on around us. Or at
least gave us anew perspective on things. But | don't fed this way toward mamaor
Luke. And certainly not toward Gabriellaor M ich. Just you.

EVE
That could be because we rethe only man and woman in paradise—excluding mama and
Luke, of course. M ay be wejust need each other’s company. M aybetha’s theway we
are made.

Evetakes astick and pokes at thefire.

EVE
What if there were another woman like mein paradise. Would you still fed the same way
about me? Or would you want her, or both of us?

ADAM
(facelights up)
Why, both --

-- Eve whacks Adam with her free hand and
points the gowing end of her stick a Adam.
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EVE
Wrong answer. Try agan.

ADAM
M ay be neither of you if | got trested that way .

Evewhacks Adam again. And points the
dowingember right in his face.

ADAM
You! Just you. | don't even know what the other woman look like.

Eve whacks Adam again: once with thefront of
her hand, and then with the back, in one
continuous motion.

ADAM
You! Just you. | don't care aout any other woman but you.

Eve bends forward and kisses him lightly on the

cheek.
ADAM
Do that again.
Evedares a him. Drops her ember pointed
stick. Folds her arms and looks away .
ADAM
Please?
Eve smiles, unfolds her arm and kisses him on
one cheek while putting ahand on the other.
ADAM
That was nice.

Adam bends forward to kiss Eve. Evepulls
back.
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ADAM
Huh?Don’t | get to kissyou?

EVE
You need to ask first.

ADAM
OK. Can | kissyou?

EVE
Not if you ask likethat.

ADAM
How do you want meto ask?

EVE
You figureit out.

ADAM

Crow. I've never donethis before. Give me abresk.

Evedgves no response but anicy stare. Adam
puts afew more pieces of wood on thefire.

ADAM
You know I’'m very fond of you. | went down to Luke s placewith you. And | stayed
awake so’'s hewouldn't try anythingwith you even though | was powerful sleepy.
Wouldn't you say that counts as somethingaman would do for a-- his woman.

EVE
Yes. It’'sastep in theright direction.

ADAM
| need help with the next step.

EVE

You could tell me how you fed aout me.

ADAM
| do fed about you... that is, I'm fedingalot about you... how can | say this?| am liking
it alot just being here with you.
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Eve brightens into asmile.

EVE
Don't stop now.

ADAM
| loveyou as much as | love my mama

EVE
Would you have sex with y our mama?

ADAM
No, no. | didn’t meanthat. | don't. | never -- My pecker never gets excited lookin’ a my
mama

EVE
You mean like the drakes'?

ADAM
Yes. Exactly. Never happened.

EVE
But it happens when you look a me.

ADAM
Not al thetime,

EVE
When does it happen?

ADAM

Wi, it was startingto happen just beforeyou started slapping me. And then the feding
went awvay .

EVE
Soisthat dl you want to tell me? That you want to have sex with me. Why not take up
Luke on his offer to show you how to do it with Gabridla?

ADAM
| could never do it with Gabridla.
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EVE
Why not? Apparently sheis made like me.

ADAM
| don't like Gabriellathe same way that | likeyou.

EVE
How’s that?

ADAM
Crow! | don’t know. How should | know? | love mama; | love Gabridla, but it’s different
with you.
(gets up on his knees)
| just loveyou different. | just want to bewith you. | loveyou.

Eve gets up on her knees. Both their heads move
in each other’ s direction and meet in akiss.
They embrace and fdl slowly to the ground.

EVE
| think I’'min the mood.

BLACKOUT.
ENE 7

In hell. Lukeis slouched on the couch watching
TV. As usud beer cans and empty pizzaboxes
are strewn everywhere. Crowd noises are
emanatingfromthe TV. Luke sfaceis
illuminated only by the TV screen. Josie enters

in arush.
JOSE
You! Youl
LUKE
Wi, spesk to the devil, will ya
JOSE

You are forevermore personanon grata.
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LUKE
(stands to meet her)
What’s new pussycat?

Luke turns up thelights using the remote.

JOSE
You arethe corrupting forcein this universe. | will not tolerateit.

LUKE
Hey, what’d | do thistimethat don’'t agree with you?Hey, you want some beer? Glass
0 wine?

JOSE
Sheaking behind my back to corrupt my children.

LUKE
You forgettin’ somethin’ dearie?

JOSE
Not at dl. You are an irresponsible, self-serving, loathsome son-of-a-bitch.

LUKE
You an't got no ideawho borned me. Cometathink of it, neither do 1.

JOSE
Say away frommy children.

LUKE
We never agreed on that... We never agreed on nothin... You took my idea, then you used
me to make them people. | got no responsibility to them chil’ en.

JOSE
| am protectingmy children from your pernicious influence. | will rain brimstone on this
placeif you so much as go near them again.

LUKE
Yagot me shakin’ in my boots.

JOSE
Why couldn’t you just leave wel enough done. Why couldn’t you let them remain pure
and simple children.
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LUKE
Them'srhetorical questions, ain't they. Everythingthey did, they did on their own.

JOSE
Not without your influence. They could have had paradise and happiness forever, and
you had them throw it away to satisfy your insatiable carna desires. Now they’ Il spend
therest of ther lives --

LUKE
-- Hey, they’s people. People has sex. Jus’ look at the TV. Peopleis happy when they
has sex.

JOSE
They needn’t have sexto be happy as longas they remain unaware of it.

LUKE
| wouldn’t count on that. It ain’t naturd. Every one of them creatures in paradiseis
bangn’ away at one‘nother. You think them kids is blind. You think they ain’t gonna
want tatry it someday ? You gottabekiddin’ me. And they’s plenty old enough. | waited
more n twenty years for ‘em.

JOSE
They could have chosen life everlasting. Delicious life everlasting. Procreation would not
have been necessary . If only they had listened.

LUKE
Hey. Wetried life everlasting. It’s boring 1’ d rather be dead.

JOSE
If I had the power, you would be.

LUKE
Wil | gotsto bedoin’ somethin’ so’s| don’'t fed like I’ m dead.

JOSE
Why must what you do dway s be so destructive?

LUKE
What's destructive? It’s just fun.
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JOSE
Likel’ve been sayingadl dong your ideaof fun is not the same as mine.

LUKE
It werefor ashort whilethere, weren't it?

JOSE
Your focus was entirely on pleasuring y ourself.

LUKE
That an’t theway it looked to me.

JOSE
That doesn't mean | took anythingaway from it except your genetic code.

LUKE
That you did. That you did. You got what you wanted, an’ if that ain’'t sef servin’ |
don’'t know what is.

JOSE
You'reright. What | wanted was ultimately the same thingyou wanted, but for much

different reasons.

LUKE
Hell. All I wanted was alittle fun. You away s got to have areason. Hey, you wannago
a it agan?1’mready whenyou are.

JOSE
Red fun begns with acregtive idea

LUKE
Seems like y ou had somered fun then, huh?

JOSE
No, you flaming asshole.

Luke turns and checks his butt. Pats it acouple
of times as if to make sure.
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LUKE
Got to stop eatin’ them chili dogs. M akes for too much gas for down here.
(turns back to face Josie)
Besides, dl | done was suggest stuff. That’s dl | ever do. No harmin that.

JOSE
Like offeringan apple to someone without explaining the consequences.

LUKE
Yeah. That's dl | ever done.

JOSE
You think | cameinto existenceyesterday, you fool. You knew dl aongwhat you were
planning when we created paradise.

LUKE
Tha make meafool, huh?

JOSE
But you adway s overestimate your cleverness. You wear your intentions on your sleeve.

Luke checks his tank top undershirt.

LUKE
| an’t got no sleeves.

JOSE
What you didn’t know was that those Empires held more than carna knowledge.

LUKE
That was ‘nough for me... Hey, what elseyou put in there?

JOSE
Something more appeding than sex.

LUKE
Ain’'t nothin’ more appeding than sex.

JOSE
Seems to meyou got abit tired after two or three days. M ost of which timel spent
waitingfor you.
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LUKE
| was -- | was gettin’ bored.

JOSE
You was away's gettin’ bored. You get bored in about four seconds, which appears to be
thelength of your atention span, if you get my drift.

LUKE
(dares at Josie)
What’s in them gpples.

JOSE
Thethingthat’sin“them” apples are the seeds of credtivity.

LUKE
Crow. What in hell does that mean. | thought you just stuck sexin there. What in hell you
so worried about then?

JOSE
(folds arms)
One can use creativity for both constructive and destructive purposes.

LUKE
Hot damn. You put destructive in them seeds, t00?

JOSE
| had no choice. You can’t have one without the other.

LUKE
Let’s see. Adam and Eve have chil’n, | might influence ‘bout haf of ‘em. We gonnahave a
hell-of-a-good time.

JOSE
You might. Except that the learning process can help foster a constructive attitude. It
takes alittletime and effort. A little education can reduce y our odds substantidly .

LUKE
Even so, | might get ten percent.
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JOSE
You might. Then again, your might not, athough | hateto think of losing even one
percent to thelikes of you.

LUKE
Soyou let ‘em choose.

JOSE
| did.

LUKE

So you redly did takemy idea, right? | told yato let ‘em choose.

JOSE
It’s aproblem I’ve wrestled with since the begnning. It took you an eternity to catch up.
Yes, they have choice, but unlike the minions they have the will to rgect you.

LUKE
Hey, | been creative. What about them grgpes and tobacca? Huh? What about them?

JOSE
As| sad, creativity can be used for both constructive and destructive purposes. You
can’t have good without the possibility of... you screwingit up. It’s taken mealongtime
to accept that. | can livewith it now, But | will do my best to promote the former.

LUKE
An' I'll beworkin’ for thelatter. ‘ Specialy the screwin’ part.

JOSE
I’m sureyou will. But thereis one morething | can do for you.

LUKE
What’s that.

JOSE
When you are among people, | want them to recognizeyou. You' ll haveto get someone
elseto do your dirty work. You'll look likethis. Let snake be!

There s aloud bang (an optiona puff of smoke
surrounds Luke) followed by afew moments of
darkness.
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When the lights come back up, Jose and Luke
are gone. Where Luke was standing a boa
constrictor lies coiled on the floor, its head up
and moving quickly from sideto side.

BLACKOUT.
ENE 8

Midday. Josieis standing in paradise gazinginto
the distance. Adam and Eve approach holding
hands. Josie turns to meet them.

ADAM
M ama, we have somethingto tell you.

EVE
Yes mama, we ate of the Empires. | know you told us not to eat them, but we ate them

anyway.

JOSE
(looks them both over)
| hoped you would have waited until | had the chance...

Josie wipes atear from her eye. Then sheputs
one hand on each of their shoulders.

JOSE
Curiosity in children trumps obedience, | see. It is amuch stronger trait than | imagned.
But | think you will find the sametrait in your own children.

ADAM
Children. Children? Eve and | are goingto born children?

JOSE
(dropping her hands)
Let’s get thisright once and for dl. You are goingto “ gve birth” to children, not “ born
them.”

ADAM
Eveand | are goingto give birth to children?



117

JOSE
| suspect you have dready begun the process.

Adam and Evelook a each other, blush, and
drop their heads.

JOSE
Yes, well that function is the epitome of human creativity. You need not be ashamed.

Adam and Evelook up, visibly relieved.

JOSE
However.
(adjusts her robes)
There are afew ramifications.

Josieturns as if to walk away. But inredlity she
isjust hidingthe pain visiblein her face.

EVE
M ama, wait. What arethey? What’ s goingto happen? Pleasetdl us.

JOSE
Wil, you will no longer have access to paradise. Your children would end up egtingthe
Empires long before they were ready to accept the responsibility, athough | suspect
Luke may subvert my intention. You yourselves will need to educate y our children about
the things y ou have become aware of.

EVE
But wherewill welive, mama?

JOSE
Travel east until the sun sets. The scenery will look much the same but you will find the
rules much different and you will not be ableto return here. It is a consequence of
granting freedom of choice. You must learn the rules. Consider it an adventure.

EVE
But who will help us mama?
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JOSE
You must help yourselves. You must learn everythingfor yourseves. And you must be
good role models for your children.

ADAM
But what if we aren’t good role modes. What will happen then?

JOSE
Do your best.
(takes adeep breath)
And there's more. Like the animals in paradise, you and al your generations of children
must die.

ADAM
You mean like the ducks. Like the ducks | find sometimes dongthe pond.

JOSE
Yes, Adam, likethelifdess ducks you find dongthe banks of the pond.

ADAM
M e? A dead duck?

JOSE
You, adead duck. Evetoo.

EVE
Our children, dead ducks?

JOSE
Your children. Dead ducks.

ADAM
That's aterrible fate mama.

JOSE

Actudly, it’s not so bad when you consider the dternative. | now bdievetha life with
choice, dbeit short, is preferable to mere existence. Only when life has the opportunity
for expressingitsef creatively does existence take on meaning. Usethetimethat you have
well.
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EVE
How can we be creative, mama?

JOSE
Invent. Art, music, literature, theatre, science, technology, medicine architecture... The
problems will be endless, but the solutions will be extremdy gratifying.

ADAM
TV.IsTV oneof these, mama.

JOSE
Unfortunately, yes. But that’s morein the other direction than what | had in mind.
That’s more on the dark side.

EVE
But we dready have night herein paradise, mama.

JOSE
| am speaking metaphoricdly. | am speaking of the dark side of credtivity.

Josieturns to face them directly.

JOSE
You now havethe power to creste many things. You can usethat power to bring great
joy to your fdlow human beings. But you can dso useit to bring misery and premature
death. It is your decision to make.

ADAM
| would never want to bring misery and death to my children or their children.

EVE
Nor I. Wewill useour creativity to bring great happiness into our lives. As Adam and |
are happy now. And | promise wewill teach the children well, mama.

JOSE
Beware the child who clams not to be his brother’ s keeper.

Adam and Evelook aeach other perplexed.

JOSE
You must carefor one another. | can help you no longer. Now you must go.
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Hugs and kisses dl around. Adam and Eve exit
in one direction holding hands and looking back
over their shoulders. Josie exits in the opposite
direction with her hands covering her face and
without looking back.

STAGEHAND enters and places alarge gate a
thelocation where Adam and Eve have exited.
The sun is dimming. He turns off the light.

BLACKOUT.

SCENE 9

In the motherland. Lukeis addressing the
Seventh-Day choir. Michis standing by his side
attemptingto intervene. Inredity, Lukeis
standing a the edge of the stage facing the
audience.

LUKE
So how long you gonna put up with this? Huh? You sit around for six day s playin’
canasta and then sings y our guts out on the seventh. For what? So’s you can sit around
for *nother six day s with your thumb up your ass, then you gets to sing them same damn
songs again. For what?

A low murmuring consisting of many voices is
heard.

LUKE
How longthis gonna go on? Two more weeks? No, a hunnert more weeks? No, a
thousand? A million?1 tell ya, it gonnago on forever. Ain't nothin you can do about it.

The murmuring increases in volume. A few
shouts are heard above the murmuring.

MICH
M aster Luke. M aster Luke. M @ am has instructed meto tell you that you are not
welcome here.
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LUKE
(ignores M ich)
Now you can’t even get no tobaccaor alittle wine no moretahelp passthetime.

Thereis murmuring in agreement.

LUKE
You know who put the cabash on that, don’'t you?

Louder murmured agreement. Shouts of “yeah”
and “yesh wedo” areheard , as well.

MICH
M aster Luke. M @ am would be very displeased to seeyou here.

LUKE
Crow. You go tell Josie M @ am to go screw herself from now on.

Loud shouts of approva from the minions.

MICH
| don't believethat is physicaly possible, M aster Luke.

LUKE
(turningto Mich)
Listen you sickoh, get off my case.

M ore shouts of gpprovd.

LUKE
I know whereyou can get as much winean’ tobaccaas you want, an’ yadon't haftado
no singn’ for it.

Loud shouts of approvd. Theinterroggative
“Where?’ Can be heard mixed with the shouts.

LUKE
Right cross theline. My place. You dl go to hdl an’ you can gt as much as you damn
well please.. An’ that ain’t dl. You gonnahave an en’less supply o’ entertanment—day -
in, day-out.

The crowd roarsits approval.
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LUKE
You al remember bein’ ableto visit paradise, right?

Assent from the crowd.

LUKE
Y ou seen them ducks; they was fun tawatch, right?

Louder assent from the crowd.

LUKE
Wil what | got in storefor yais better' n paradise. Just east 0’ there. You gonna get a
chancetahelp people mess things up rea good.

Loudest assent yet.

LUKE
They soon be screwin’ an’ fightin’, an’ killen’ each other. Burnin’ stuff. No end o’ fun.
Anwhenyou an't helpin’ it dong, you can watch it in hell on bigscreen TV while
you'redrinkin’ abeer and havin’ asmoke.

Wild unrestrained acclamation by the crowd.

MICH
(shouting to be heard)
Why | don’t believeyou aretdlingthetruth, M aster Luke.
(turns towards the crowd)
He s not tellingthetruth, No such events will ever happen. Adam and Eve are gentle
people. There offspringwould never --

-- Mich is shouted down by roars of
disapprova from the crowd. Luke begins
shouting.

LUKE
Goto hdl! Goto hdl!

The crowd picks up the chant until the sound is
overwhelming Mich covers his ears. Luke
begns to march offstage in goose step fashion.
The crowd begns to march as well.
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Thousands of goose-stepping feet reminiscent

of Hitler’s troops can be heard in unison with
Luke' s. Shouts of “Go To Hel” in timewith the
marching can be heard. M ich begins gesturing
wildly for them to stop. The house lights fade
to black and the sound diminishes as Luke
disappears off stage.

END OF PLAY.



